
 

 

This marks the first ever #whyilovereading newsletter, a document focusing on all things 
reading. The aim of this newsletter is to highlight recently released children’s literature, 
share recently seen ideas for the teaching of reading, and generally celebrate the wonder of 
books and the significant impact that they have on children and adults alike! Future 
editions will feature KS1 texts, alongside a range of non-fiction, picture books and 
illustrated texts. 

 

Book of the month: The Dragon in the Library by Louie Stowell 
 

Due to be released on 6th June 2019, The Dragon in the Library by 
Louie Stowell is a fun-filled adventure story packed with subtle 
messages of diversity and growth mindset. This book contains 
characters from a broad range of ethnic backgrounds, breaking from 
traditional character profiling in children’s literature from years gone 
by. In addition, The Dragon in the Library challenges typical gender 
stereotypes, with a short haired female protagonist, who likes 
nothing more than getting muddy on her endless adventures. With 
the library at the centre of everything that happens, strong messages 
about the importance of books and the amazing places they can take 
us run throughout this text and make it a book that will fit brilliantly 
onto Year 3 and Year 4 bookshelves when it is released! 
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Recent releases 
 

 
 
 

 

 
In the LKS2 bracket (Year 3/4) we have been spoilt for choice with the wonderful range of 
books we have seen so far in 2019. Particular highlights have been offerings from Sam 
Copeland, Laura Ellen Anderson, Alesha Dixon, Greg James and Chris Smith, and Kevin and 
Katie Tsang. Many of the books mentioned are part of series that have proven particularly 
popular with readers in this often tricky age range where children are making that step 
towards larger chapter book. 

 
 
 
 

  

Following a bumper year for children’s literature in 2018, this year has certainly not 
disappointed so far! Building on their previous success, authors popular amongst UKS2 
pupils (Year 5/6) Lisa Thompson, Vashti Hardy, Maz Evans, Sinead O’Hart and Emma Carroll 
have all released books, which have been extremely well received and are bound to inspire 
children in classrooms far and wide in the same way their previous works have.  
 

 
 



Ideas for the classroom 

 

Classic book: The Eye of the Wolf by Daniel Pennac 
 
Originally written in French in 1982 and translated into English in 
2002, The Eye of the Wolf is a stunning and deeply moving story 
which is full of opportunities for the reader to question and ponder 
as we explore the mind and memories of the two main characters - 
the wolf and the boy. Beginning in a zoo, with the boy staring at the 
wolf, this incredible book focuses on the power of connection; the 
miracle of survival and the secrets and stories that all our lives hold. 
Wonderfully crafted into 4 distinct sections, Pennac leaves space for 
interpretation with the book’s conclusion and will leave even the 
toughest with a tear in their eye. Fantastic for UKS2 and brimming 
with opportunities for writing and discussion, this is a key staple for 
any Y5/6 bookshelf!  
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