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2/4/2020 Letter to our community from Rupert and Sally

Dear friends,
We are more aware than ever of how different everyone’s situation is. Every home with the 
combination of people or aloneness is unique and asks us to face “time” in a new way and 
“ourselves” in a new way.  

For those working on the front line it will be a time of stress, anxiety and emotional 
exhaustion, but also a calling and sense of purpose and worth. I have spoken to a couple 
of nurses and my friend Kerry who is a paramedic and there is such commitment and 
energy it is inspiring.
For those who feel cut off from family and friends this is a time where we are feeling real 
loss and we pray you do not feel alone.
For those with households that are full to the brim, we pray for strength, love, humour and 
provision.

We are so encouraged with Oasis ministry to the elderly which has become a beautiful 
phone contact ministry with over a 100 folk involved in receiving weekly calls from the 
leaders and helpers. Thank you to Anne, Janet and Margaret for making this happen. A 
continued thank you to all the group leaders for your kindness and contact to all those in 
your groups.
I had a lovely chat with Betty Littlewood (in her nineties) She is on FaceTime with her 
family but alone. She said “I am fine Sally, I am used to spending a lot of time on my own 
BUT somehow it feels different when you HAVE TO!”    So true x
As we are all adjusting to this new way of life for some of us it will get harder before it gets 
deeper. Finding some kind of rhythm is essential to our well being either daily or weekly.
Rupert and I are here and working so please do not hesitate to phone if you would like to 
talk anything through, pray or just chat. 
Parish Landline:  01924 255441
Sallys mobile:  07910558139

PALM SUNDAY 
For a contemporary service: HTB online. Live streaming their morning worship. This is 
the church where Alpha began in 1990 and where we began our faith journey:  
https://www.htb.org/sundayonline


Just to say you can only watch this from 9.30-10.15 on Sunday with no catch up. We 
have asked our very own Mark Taylor to worship for 15 minutes following the live 
stream from HTB. If you go onto sandalmagnaparish facebook page he will be worshiping 
live 10.15-10.30am. 

 

Ideas we had were: 

https://www.htb.org/sundayonline


Palm Sunday is about praise: So get your Fischy Music songs out on You tube and 
praise together.

Jesus Story Book online has the Palm Sunday and Easter Stories you can watch.

The Bible Project, https://bibleproject.com  is an amazing resource for older teens and 
adults and there are many sessions you can choose from but why not watch the Palm 
Sunday/Easter week together and discuss and pray together.


We would love EVERY household to enjoy making an Easter garden this week  
(Take a photo and send it to sandalmagna@gmail.com and we can post them on our 
facebook page)

You can make it in the garden, with lego, with chocolate biscuits, clay, play doh, 
plasticine, a life size creation! Whatever you will enjoy as a household and through next 
week which is holy week think about the Easter story in a new way. 

We will be sending a note out next Thursday which is Maundy Thursday the day Jesus 
prayed in the Garden, so perhaps a time of prayer in your gardens would be a lovely thing 
to do. The rainbow prayer from the “Together at Home” resources would be beautiful to 
use.


Lauras ideas for families (Rainbow picture)
Together at Home.
https://www.tath.co.uk/
Together at Home are providing free resources for churches to share with their families to 
help them explore the Bible and learn about God together whilst in their own homes.

A Bible Image a Day

From Monday 30th March, Rupert will be putting on our Parish facebook page, 
SandalMagnaParish, an image from the Bible each day, with a text that looks at how that 
image is used in different contexts throughout the Bible.

You are welcome to incorporate this into your daily readings or use it to help in your 
reflections and prayers. 

The Bible is full of visual images and symbols which weave together to create a beautiful 
and colourful tapestry. From the images of Genesis to the visions of Revelation via the 
poetry of prophet and psalmist and the parables of Jesus, these images drawn from the 
natural world, the animal kingdom, human nature and man-made objects have a 
continuing freshness and meaning for us today. 

Over the next three months we will work through 100 images that form the basis for a 
book to be published in the Autumn called, From Ark to Zion, an ABC of Biblical Images.


Prayer: Lift Us Lord 

Lift us Lord, 	 from darkness to light

	 	 from sickness to health

	 	 from distress to calm


Lift us Lord,	 from sadness to joy

	 	 from fear to faith

	 	 from loneliness to love


Lift us Lord,	 in mind and in spirit

	 	 in word and in deed

	 	 in body and in soul


https://bibleproject.com
mailto:sandalmagna@gmail.com
https://www.tath.co.uk/


With our love and peace to each household this Easter 
From Rupert and Sally 
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