
 

 
 

                       

 
Sandal Castle (VA) Community Primary School 

Headteacher: Mrs N T Russell BA Hons PGCE NPQH 

www.sandalcastleprimary.co.uk  
27th May 2021 

Letter to all parents from school 

Dear parent/carer, 

I’m contacting you with important information related to cases of Covid-19 at Sandal Castle Primary 

School.  

We have been informed by Public Health England (PHE) and Wakefield Council that a Covid-19 case has 

been identified in the school community that is the new variant, which was first detected in India 

(B.1.617.2).  

Close contacts were identified and isolated at the time that the initial positive result was confirmed, and 
we thank parents for their cooperation with that.  
 
There is a delay between confirming a positive result and identifying the variant with which someone is 
infected, so we only became aware that these cases were related to the B1.617.2 variant very recently.  
 
Whilst there is no evidence to suggest this variant leads to more serious illness, it is thought to be more 
transmissible and we want to do all we can to reduce the spread of the virus in the community and the 
wider district. This is why we are writing to all parents to ask that anyone who has been in contact with 
someone who has tested positive, or has symptoms (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough and a 
loss or change to your sense of smell or taste) arranges for a PCR test as soon as possible – details of how 
to access testing is provided at the end of this letter.  
 
I understand you may be concerned about this, but please be reassured we are writing as a precaution to 
reduce the spread of the virus. Whilst the risk of serious illness from Covid-19 is unlikely in children and 
younger adult age groups, it can still be a very unpleasant virus.  
 
As we head into half term I’m sure you will all have plans to enjoy spending time with family and friends. 
When doing so, please remember that hands, face, space remains important, and where possible meet 
people outside your household outside or in well-ventilated places. Also, as parents, if you are eligible for 
your first or second vaccine, please take it up without delay.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation and for playing your part in reducing the spread of the virus. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Nichola Russell 

Headteacher 

 

Tel: 01924 303525 Barnsley Road, 
Sandal,  

Wakefield 
WF2 6AS 

http://www.sandalcastleprimary.co.uk/


 

 
 

                       

Getting a COVID-19 test 

 
PCR tests 
 
Anyone with symptoms, or who has been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, 
can access test sites at the former Westgate Station Car Park (WF1 1XP), and Castleford Swimming Pool 
(WF10 5DX). These sites are open 8am – 8pm, 7 days a week.  

This week we have a number of mobile testing units in the District, many close to the school.  
 
Units are at:  
 

 Wakefield Trinity Wildcats RLFC, 9am -3pm Thursday 27th May, Friday 28th May, Monday 31st May – Friday 4th 
June  

 Agbrigg and Belle Vue community centre (drop in), 9am – 3pm, Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th May 

 Wakefield Central Mosque, 9am – 3pm, Mon 31st May, Tuesday 1st June and Thursday 4th June  

 South Elmsall Market 9am-3pm Thursday 27, Sunday 30 May, Monday 31st May 

 Wakefield Sports and Social Club 9am-3pm Thursday 27th and Friday 28 May  

 Hemsworth Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church 9am – 3pm Friday 28 May, Tuesday 1st June, Wednesday 
2nd June  

 Ossett Market 9am – 3pm Sat 29th May – Monday 31st May, Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd June  

 
The unit at Agbrigg and Belle Vue community centre is drop-in, with no need to book an appointment. 
 
Appointments at the other units can be booked by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test  
 
Please remember, if you have symptoms, you and everyone you live with must immediately self-isolate. Do 
not leave home until you get your test results, except to post a test kit or for a PCR test appointment. 

 
 
Lateral flow tests 

 Home tests: visit https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests or call 119 to order 

tests which will be delivered to your home. 

 Residents can collect a home testing kits from all of our local markets, and from libraries, leisure 

centres and community testing sites on non-market days.  

 Home testing kits can also be collected from 9/10 community pharmacies.  

 Community sites: for a full list of community sites where you can collect lateral flow tests, including 
local pharmacies, visit https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk. 

 Education: Secondary and college students are already being given tests to use at home twice a 
week, throughout term time and the holidays.  
Some Wakefield schools, including Sandal Castle, are also piloting 'school collect' where families can 
collect kits from school.  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/


 

 
 

                       

Further information about all testing options across the Wakefield district is available at 
https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/about-the-council/coronavirus-information/getting-a-covid-19-test. 
 
 
A reminder of guidance for meeting other people:  
 

 Up to 6 people or two households can mix indoors. 
 Up to 6 people or two households can stay overnight in somebody's home. 
 Up to 30 people can mix outdoors. 
 Hugging friends and family is allowed, but please consider the vulnerability of people you hug and 

the people they are in contact with 

 

 

https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/about-the-council/coronavirus-information/getting-a-covid-19-test

