
Year 3 History Project 

 

In History, we would have been learning about castles. What 

can you find out? Can you be a History Detective and explore 

medieval castles? 

 

Check out these links: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AesgRREuCQI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXXDThkJ3Ew 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNeNPk4D_Ng 

 

Research Questions: 

Why did people build castles? 

What type of castle was Sandal Castle? 

What different defences would Sandal Castle have had?  

Can you find out about the famous battle that happened on the 

land in front of Sandal Castle? 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Fact: 

Did you know that the nursery rhyme ‘The Grand Old Duke of 

York’ is about Richard of York, who fought in The Battle of 

Wakefield at Sandal Castle? You can listen to the nursery 

rhyme here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-grand-old-duke-of-

york/zrymd6f 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AesgRREuCQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXXDThkJ3Ew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNeNPk4D_Ng
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-grand-old-duke-of-york/zrymd6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-the-grand-old-duke-of-york/zrymd6f


 

 

 

Get Crafty: 

Using what you’ve found out about Sandal Castle, can you make 

a model to show what it might have looked like before it fell 

into disrepair?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you create a shield that could’ve been used by a knight in 

The Battle of Wakefield? Think about how you can make it 

represent Wakefield.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other project ideas: 

DT: Hold a medieval feast, just like the feasts held by the 

lords in the castles! This booklet has ideas from setting the 

scene in your feasting hall to making tasty gingerbread: 

https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/HOH_Feasting_activities.pdf 

English: Write a diary from the perspective of one of the 

knights trying to defend a castle under attack. What might 

they do to try and defend the castle? How would they be 

feeling? Will they be successful?! 

This one is made from recyclable 

materials, but you could choose to draw 

it or even use Lego or playdough to 

build it!  

 

You could draw your shield or make it using 

materials that you have in your house. These 

shields have been made using cardboard- maybe you 

have an empty box that you could use? 

 

https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/HOH_Feasting_activities.pdf


Geography: Imagine you are a lord looking to build your 

castle. Where is the best place to build a castle and why? 

Research the location of castles in Yorkshire and consider why 

they have been built there.  

 

Test your teacher time: 

Create a quiz using 2Quiz on Purple Mash based on what you 

have discovered and test your teacher by emailing it to them! 

We would love to see what you have done so any work you do, 

you are very welcome to email it to Miss Harkin, Mrs Shadlock, 

Mrs Egley and Miss Kenny on Purple Mash.  

 

 

 


