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16th April 2018 

 
Sad News 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It is with great regret that I am writing to share the devastating news that our much loved friend and 
colleague Sylvia (Mrs Pursglove), passed away last week. 
  
I know this will be a huge shock to everyone. Sylvia was a much loved and very well respected colleague 
and a great friend to many.  She will be greatly missed, both personally and professionally by children, 
staff, parents and governors. 
 

Mick and Sylvia have been an important and integral part of our Sandal school community for over 25 
years. Within that time they have supported every aspect of school life. Our school has always been an 
extension of their home, and their commitment and dedication to our children; caring so deeply and 
making such a positive impact on all who have had the pleasure of working with them, is recognised by all. 
 
Sylvia’s kindness, compassion, empathy, enthusiasm for learning, sense of humour and fun, underpinned 
by an unwavering support and nurturing for all, has touched the lives of every child past and present at 
Sandal Endowed/Sandal Castle. We all feel extremely privileged to have had the experience of knowing 
such a fantastic individual. 
 
The sad news was shared with all children today. We are aware that children respond in different ways and 
may raise questions. As a staff team, we are available to support in any way possible. We will always respond 
sensitively and thoughtfully to any issues that arise. 
 

Our thoughts and sincere condolences are with Mick and his family. 

 

Nichola Russell 

Headteacher 

 

 

‘’You can never know how many lives you’ve touched, so just know it’s far more than you think. Even the tiniest acts 

of love, kindness, and compassion can have a massive ripple effect. You have made the world a better place.’’ 
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