
                                                                                                     Sandal Castle VA Community Primary School 

                                                                                                        Humanities Curriculum Overview  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2  

Year 1 History  
>Understand 
the concepts 
of ‘past’ and 
‘present’. 
>Understand 
the concept of 
‘chronology’, 
and how this 
is related to 
changes in 
their own 
living 
memory.  
 
Geography  
>Use maps, 
atlases and 
globes to 
identify where 
they live in 
the United 
Kingdom.  
>Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary 

History 
>The life of a 
significant 
individual in 
the past who 
have 
contributed 
to national 
and 
international 
achievements 
– Louis 
Pasteur. 

 Geography 
 
>Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country.  
>Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage.  
 

 History 
 
>The lives of 
significant 
individuals in 
the past who 
have 
contributed 
to national 
and 
international 
achievements 
– Neil 
Armstrong. 

Year 2 Geography 
 
>Name, 
locate and 
identify 
characteristics 
of the four 

History 
 
>Events beyond 
living memory 
that are 
significant 
nationally or 

History 
 
>Changes 
within living 
memory and 
how this led to 
changes in 

Geography 
 
>Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features 
(comparing and 
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countries and 
capital cities 
of the UK and 
the 
surrounding 
seas.  
>Use world 
maps, atlases 
and globes to 
identify the 
United 
Kingdom and 
its 
surrounding 
counties. 
>Study 
human and 
physical 
geography of 
my local 
environment.  
>Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational 
skills to study 
the 
geography of 
their school 
and its 
grounds and 
the key 
human and 
physical 
features of its 

globally – 
Gunpowder Plot.  
> 
Life of a 
significant 
person in their 
own locality 
(Remembrance 
Link).significant. 

national life. 
 

contrasting).  
>understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 
>Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the countries, 
continents and oceans 
studied at this key 
stage. 
>Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human and 
physical geographical 
features.   
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surrounding 
environment. 
>Use aerial 
photographs 
and plan 
perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks 
and basic 
human and 
physical 
features. 
> Devise a 
simple map 
and use and 
construct 
basic symbols 
in a key. 

Year 3 History 
The Stone Age to 
the Iron Age.  
 
>Explore and 
understand 
chronology. 
>Analyse sources 
of evidence to 
discover what 
Britain was like in 
the past. 
>Compare life in 
the Stone Age, 
Iron Age and 
Bronze age. 

Geography 
 
Wakefield. 
 
>Locate 
Wakefield in the 
UK.  
>Identify the 
physical and 
human features 
of Wakefield and 
how these make 
Wakefield a 
desirable place 
to live and work. 

 Geography  
 
Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes.  
 
>Describe and 
explain the 
processes that 
cause natural 
disasters. 

History 
 
Castles 
 
Local History Study. 
>Investigate the 
features and impact of 
the castle in the past. 

 Geography  
 
>Study of 
Lyme Regis. 
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>Explain how 
prehistoric times 
have impacted on 
present day life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 History-  
Ancient Egypt 
>Analyse primary 
and secondary 
sources to 
discover the key 
aspects of this 
civilisation and 
assess their 
reliability.  
>Describe where 
Ancient Egypt fits 
within a timeline 
and how it 
compares 
chronologically 
with British 
History. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography- 
Europe 
>Identifying 
and locating 
countries in 
Europe. 
>Recognising 
and identifying 
human and 
physical 
features. 
>Within a 
European 
country study, 
describe and 
understand the 
key physical 
features 
including 
rivers, climate 
and mountains 
and the impact 
they have on 
the local area. 

 History- 
Roman Britain 
>Assess the impact the 
Romans had on Britain 
(trade, transport, 
architecture) through 
analysing historical 
sources. 

Geography- 
Study a region 
of the UK 
>Study of 
North 
Yorkshire. 

 

Year 5 History Ancient History: Invaders  Geography- A   Geography-   
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Greece 
>To evaluate a 
range of primary 
and secondary 
sources, judging 
reliability. 
>To understand 
significant 
achievements 
and follies and to 
evaluate their 
impact.  
>To examine 
significant 
cultural 
achievements in 
detail and 
evaluate their 
lasting impact. 
>To decide how 
religious aspects 
influenced 
cultural and social 
history.  
 
 
 

and Settlers 
>Study the 
impact of the 
Roman 
withdrawal from 
Britain leading to 
the effect of 
invasions, 
settlements and 
kingdoms. 
>Evaluate the 
lasting impact of 
Viking invasions 
on Britain. 
 
 

study of Southern 
Europe. 
>To understand 
biomes/climate 
zones. 
>To evaluate 
effective land use 
in Southern 
Europe- how does 
this impact upon 
people’s lives? 
>Study and 
evaluate the 
importance of 
Southern Spain in 
global trade 
routes. 
>Examine the 
impact of climate 
on lifestyles- how 
does it compare to 
our own? 
 

South American 
Rainforests. 
>To understand 
longitude, 
latitude, 
equator, 
hemispheres 
and tropics. 
>To study a 
region of the 
Americas. 
>To 
understand 
biomes, 
vegetation 
belts, land 
use, 
distribution of 
resources and 
economic 
activity. 

Year 6 Geography  
 
Countries, 
continents, lines 
of longitude and 
latitude. 
 
>Understand 
and explore and 

Remembrance 
(History)  

 
>Looking at 
poetry and 
other sources 
to devise 

Geography  

‘Cold as Ice’ 
(North America) 

>Understand 
and explore 

 History 
British History- 
> the changing 
power of 
monarchs (a 
study of an 
aspect or 
theme in 

Geography 

>Name and 
locate 
counties, 
cities, regions 
and features 
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time zones  
 
>French Theme 
Day link here: 
mapping French 
speaking 
countries, 
comparing 
France with 
Canada, time 
zone exercise, 
telling the time.  
 
>Art Theme Day 
link here:  
Creating images 
of the same 
moment around 
the world linked 
to time zones 
using water 
colour skills and 
materials linked 
to Geography 
(The Same 
Moment 
Around the 
World text) 
 
History 
>Non-European 
society that 
provides 
contrasts with 
British history: 
Mayan 
civilization c. AD 
900- who were 
the greater 
people, the 
Maya or the 

historically 
valid questions 
about impact 
and 
significance. 
>Constructing 
informed 
responses that 
involve 
thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant 
historical 
information. 
>Understand 
how our 
knowledge of 
the past is 
constructed 
from a range 
of sources. 

polar circles. 

>Investigate and 
analyse the 
effect of land 
use, economic 
activity and 
distributing 
resources.    

British history 
that extends 
pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge 
beyond 1066). 

of UK 
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Vikings? 

          

 


