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Welcome to the final governors’ newsletter for the 2017/18 academic year.  

Firstly, the Governing Body at Sandal Castle would like to congratulate every single member of staff and most 

importantly every single child at the school who have achieved so highly in the recent Foundation Stage outcomes, year 

1 phonics tests, KS1 and KS2 tests. Upon receiving the results, we have all had enormous smiles on our faces. The KS2 

results are the best the school has ever had. All the hard work, the dedication and the long hours put in by staff at the 

school have really paid off and the children have exceeded themselves. We can’t thank enough, everyone who has 

helped in any way to ensure that the children were prepared for these tests, which can be a stressful and nerve-

wracking time for our youngsters. Support for the children and school from families and friends has played a big part in 

the children doing so well.  

The Governing Body recently underwent an external review of governance and we have received a very positive report, 

with lots of areas of really good practice and also some areas where we can improve. We believe in development and 

to summarise here is what we are looking to do in the next academic year: 

 Continue along the path to hopefully achieving the School Governance Award 

 Use the external report to mould the development priorities of the governing body 

 Each Governor has a ‘link role’ they will develop and strengthen (i.e. Pupil Premium, Reading, Attendance 

etc.) with further training.  

At our last meeting we reviewed our Governance Development Plan for the academic year just gone and were happy to 

‘tick off’ a number of actions we have implemented. Actions which have yet to be completed fully will carry over to the 

new development plan for the new academic year. At our Finances Committee we also discussed the school budget and 

we are in a healthy position. We are also undertaking an evaluation of the chair of governors plus each governor will 

complete a self-review of their own progress throughout the year. The information from this will help us develop 

further as a governing body.  

The Governing Body are also very proud of the national recognition Sandal Castle Primary is getting for the brilliant 

range of PE activities on offer to children of all ages. One of our roles is to look at how money for funding sports is spent 

and this term we were shown how swimming it taught and how the progress children make is tracked. We are very 

lucky to have the pool and a fantastic team of staff teaching swimming. It is great that so many children are able to 

learn this vital skill. 

This term also saw two of our long standing governors stand down – both Justin Dobson and Rachel Laybourne have 

served for a number of years and we would like to extend our gratitude for their service whilst on the board of 

governors and wish them all the very best. This means that we do have vacancies on the board and in the new 

academic year we shall send out details of how to apply to become a governor – so please watch this space! The 

governing body would welcome anyone interested in becoming a governor to speak with any of the governing body or 

Mrs. Russell for further information. We would love to work alongside you to ensure that Sandal Castle Primary 

continues to be a fantastic, vibrant and safe learning environment for our children and the community.   

Finally we would like to wish all our children, staff, family and friends a fantastic summer holiday – we shall see you in 

the new academic year! 
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