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Firstly we would like to express our sorrow at the very sad loss of a member of the school community, Sylvia 

Pursglove.  Sylvia was a much loved and very well respected colleague at the school as well as being a great friend to 

many.  Sylvia played an important part in the school community for over 25 years and was responsible, several years 

ago, for ensuring the after-school club could continue providing a valuable resource for the school for many years 

since.  Both Sylvia and Mick have been a great support to the school over the years and we would like to pass on our 

sincere condolences to Mick and his family at this time, and also to the school community.  We would also like to 

thank the school for the support to the children and to each other during this difficult time.  We have been glad to 

support the school in its plan to provide a commemorative garden area to remember Sylvia within the school. 

The Governing Body (GB) has carried out a review of its effectiveness this term with an external advisor.  This is to 

make sure that the GB is acting effectively in its role and to seek advice on how we might be able to do things even 

better.  Ofsted look at the way the GB operate as part of inspections so this will help the governors make sure that 

we are doing our best for the school should there be an inspection. 

We have continued to monitor the budget and how the money the school has available is spent.  This level of rigour 

and scrutiny makes sure that the school uses its financial resources in a way that prioritises what the children need.  

We have also agreed the budget for the next financial year. A recent external review of the impact of Pupil Premium 

expenditure shows the money received by the school is spent very effectively.  The finance governors also monitor 

how the school sports premium is spent. The recent accolades of being filmed by the AfPE, being used as a DfE case 

study school for swimming and being awarded the AfPE quality Mark with Distinction, all demonstrate that sports 

funding is also spent very effectively.  

Governors have also continued to monitor the progress and attainment of all children. In the standards committee 

we have recently looked at the measures it takes during KS2 test week to make sure the tests are all administered 

correctly and within the rules established for the confidential keeping of the tests, writing in Foundation Stage, 

moderated the work of higher attaining children in reading, writing and maths in year 6 and have also received 

reports from external consultants focussing on the quality of teaching and learning across every year group.  We 

have also looked in detail at how children who are working at “pre-key stage” levels are progressing. We were 

pleased to see that this showed that all children in school, whatever level they are working at, are helped to make 

good progress and to achieve their potential. This was also identified in the recent Inclusion Quality Mark award and 

we are delighted to announce that the school is now an Inclusion Quality Mark Centre of Excellence. 

Finally we would like to thank the children for all their hard work during this half term and particularly during the KS1 

and KS2 test period. From the work we have seen and the reports we have received during the year we are sure the 

children have been doing their very best.  We would also like to thank parents for your continued support and the 

school staff for their hard work, commitment and determination this half term.   

Sandal Castle Governing Body 

Tel: 01924 303525 Barnsley Road, 
Sandal,  

Wakefield 
WF2 6AS 

http://www.sandalcastleprimary.co.uk/

