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Firstly we would like to thank the school staff who worked to keep the school open for the children during the snowy 

weather. We know some staff arrived very early and worked long days above and beyond that expected of them to 

keep the site open. Situations like these will always divide opinions, but we know it was appreciated by many 

parents, including those who still needed to go to work. 

As we come to the end of the financial year we reflect on how the school budget is managed and the careful 

planning that makes sure every penny spent by the school is good value and is worthwhile. With the plight of school 

funding in the press it is a hot topic in every school and these are worrying times but the Governing Body are pleased 

with the way the situation is being handled and Sandal Castle school is in a much better position at the moment than 

many others. The school is also keeping us informed of the ways in which they are preparing for the new data 

protection regulations to ensure any data held by school on children, their families and staff continues to be 

necessary, relevant and safe. 

We have continued to monitor how the school are making progress towards their targets. In our meetings we have 

been looking at data to see how well the children are doing, as well as looking at samples of work from children in 

different year groups. We have also read the reports of other external advisors who have been into school to see 

what work is being done. They have all been very impressed with the excellent behaviour and positive attitude for 

learning of all the children, as the Governing Body continue to be. Everyone has complemented the way the children 

take care and pride in their work with many pieces of work celebrated on displays around school. The school 

learning environments are looking incredible with some impressive artwork celebrating the favourite book 

characters of many of the children. We always receive the results of the pupil voice for different subjects and it is 

wonderful to see the outcomes of some of the suggestions from the children come to fruition. The books in the 

school and classroom libraries are really helping to promote a love of reading with the children. Thanks to parental 

support from money raised through fundraising efforts there is now a huge variety of books the children can read 

and that staff can use to support teaching of every topic in the curriculum. We have also had a presentation on how 

children are learning and developing reading and ICT skills continually throughout the day. Please take a look at the 

school website to see for yourself the wide range of activities the children have been involved in.  

Of course as the school aim to help every child do their best it is important that it fulfils the equality duty. Senior 

leaders have presented to the Governing Body the ways tolerance, equality and diversity are taught and discussed to 

children of different ages in a sensitive and appropriate way.  

As always if you have any feedback, please contact school and as a church school the foundation governors welcome 

all families to join them at any of the services at St. Helen’s church. 
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