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The epic hole underneath the moon’s surface is so big that 
it could easily fi t the huge US city of Philadelphia inside it 
(above). The cave is properly known as a lava tube, and was 
formed when a stream of lava developed a thick crust. Aft er 
the lava drained away, it left  this huge space behind. 

JAXA, the Japanese space agency, released details of the 
fi nd last week. The entrance to the cave is in the Marius Hills 
region of the moon, and some scienti sts think that the cave 

(or others like it) will provide a ready-made site for a large 
moon base, which could house people, equipment and labs. 

Building a base on the moon’s surface would be tricky 
because the moon’s atmosphere and magneti c fi eld can’t 
protect astronauts from harmful solar radiati on or the many 
ti ny meteorites that regularly strike the moon. Also, the 
temperature on the moon swings dramati cally, but is much 
more steady away from the surface.

by Ian Eddy

AN enormous 30-mile-long cave on the moon could be an ideal base for future explorati on.
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The organisers of the BRIT Awards 
are off ering ten people internships 
in the music industry. They’re being 
called ‘golden ti ckets’! The scheme 
will give young people the chance to 
experience life in a music company or 
record label. It’s been set up by the 
BPI and the BRIT Trust.

This year’s poppy appeal has 
started! The Royal Briti sh Legion 
sells the poppies in the run-up to 
Armisti ce Day on 11 November 
– the day the First World War 
ended. Every year on this day, 
Britain falls silent for two minutes 
to remember those who fought 
in the war. Remembrance Sunday 
will be held this year on 12 
November and will be marked 
with a Nati onal Service Of 
Remembrance, att ended by the 
Queen and the Prime Minister.

poppy 
appealFive former presidents of America 

have appeared together at a benefi t 
concert in Texas. The One America 
Appeal concert, which featured Lady 
Gaga, was held to raise money for the 
victi ms of the hurricanes that have hit 
the US this year. The appeal has raised 
$31m (£23.5m) so far. 

The nominati ons for the Briti sh 
Academy Children’s Awards have been 
announced. Programmes nominated 
include The Amazing World Of 
Gumball, Sam & Mark’s Big Friday 
Wind-Up and Hank Zipzer’s Christmas 
Catastrophe (below). The awards will 
be held in London on 26 November. 

A paralysed woman completed 
the Great South Run last week in a 
bionic suit. Claire Lomas fi nished the 
ten-mile course in 24 hours. Since 
becoming paralysed in a horse-riding 
accident, Claire has helped to raise 
thousands of pounds for charity.

Alder Hey Children’s Hospital has 
launched a new Christmas campaign, 
urging the nati on to share their hidden 
talents and wear spott y PJs to help 
raise money for charity. X Factor star 
Louisa Johnson revealed she can fi t 15 
marshmallows in her mouth! You can 
take part at #GetSpott ed. Pyjamas are 
being sold at Matalan stores.

A giant baby anteater has made its 
public debut at ZSL London Zoo! It was 
born during last month’s Storm Aileen 
and has an unusual white “lightning” 
stripe down its back. 

This year’s MOBO Award nominati ons 
have been announced, and Stormzy 
leads the way! The star has been 
nominated in fi ve categories, including 
best male and best song. The awards 
will take place on 29 November.

The Radio 1 Teen Awards took place 
in London this week. Ed Sheeran won 
the award for Best Male Solo Arti st, 
Litt le Mix were named Best Group 
and Stormzy was voted Most 
Entertaining Celebrity. 

An 11-year-old schoolgirl has been 
named America’s Top Young Scienti st. 
Gitanjali Rao worked with scienti sts 
to develop her device, which helps to 
detect lead in water. The inventi on has 
been named Tethys.

Can you write a poem that pongs, 
describing smells both strange and 
strong? If you’re a child aged 7-11 and 
just love poetry, make sure you enter 
this year’s Mighty Nose Awards. You 
could win £50 of book tokens for you 
and your school! The closing date is 
15 December 2017. Find out more 
at www.martythemightynose.org.

People born in the 1980s and early 
’90s waste almost 50% more food than 
people aged over 65. The Government 
plans to set up a new campaign 
showing how to avoid throwing away 
food. One of the fi rst focuses will be 
on potatoes and the best ways to 
store them to make them last.

A cat festi val is coming to London next 
year! The event will celebrate all things 
feline, with themed cakes, cat food and 
furniture. Some of the ti cket proceeds 
will go to a cat rescue charity.

A new charge for drivers of older, 
polluti ng vehicles has come into force 
in London. The £10 T-Charge will mainly 
apply to cars registered before 2006.

Presidents unite super bowl star

BAFTA kids 

great run

Food waste

Anteater arrives

music scheme

Mobo awards

Radio winners
Young scientist

poetry comp

Get spotted

catfest dancing on ice
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Ashley Banjo has 
been confi rmed as 
a judge on Dancing 
On Ice when it 
returns in 2018. The 
Diversity star will 
join head judges 
Jayne Torvill and 
Christopher Dean 
on the celebrity 
ice-skati ng show.

Traffic charge13

A Briti sh man living in Australia swam 
7.5km to shore while being “followed” 
by a ti ger shark. The diver lost sight of 
his boat and made the three-hour swim 
with the shark swimming close by!

Shark swim14
China has lift ed a ban on importi ng 
sti nky cheeses like Gorgonzola, Sti lton 
and Roquefort. The mould-ripened 
cheeses were banned because the 
bacteria used to make them were 
not approved in China. 

Stinky cheese20

183

4

10

Dora The Explorer is hitti  ng the big 
screen! The live-acti on movie will be 
produced by Michael Bay, the same 
man behind the Transformers fi lms. 
The details are being kept under 
wraps for now.  

dora movie11

12 19

15
Justi n Timberlake will perform at the 
Super Bowl half-ti me show next year. 
He last performed at the event in 
2004, alongside Janet Jackson. 

Quick news to read yourself 
and share WITH FRIENDS...

THINGS TO KNOW AND TELL

20

The introducti on of contactless 
cards has badly aff ected 
chariti es. Research has found 
that people are donati ng less to 
street collectors because they 
aren’t carrying as much change 
on them.

charities 
missing out

5

ZS
L
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We’ve got some spooktacular stuff  
over on First News Live! this week, 
including our I Don’t Get It video all 

about Halloween! Head to 
fi rst.news/halloween.

ON THE WEB
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Get 3 ISSUES for £1*
Call 0330 333 0186

www.fi rstnews.co.uk/
subscribe

 *followed by £16.99 every 
three months by Direct Debit

Nicky Cox MBE
IS smacking ever okay? I really 
want your views on this.

Lots of my team were quite 
surprised to learn that smacking 
a child is sti ll legal – as long as it is 
reasonable – in the UK. Scotland, 
however, will soon change this (left ).

How did you react when you read 
this story? Were you shocked like 
some of the First News team, or do 
you have a diff erent take? Have your 
say at fi rst.news/polls

Editor’s 
comment

FirstNews     Issue 593     27 October – 2 November 2017 

OCEAN 
WARNING

SUBSCRIBE
for home

SCIENTISTS have warned that 
increasing levels of CO2 in the air 
are aff ecti ng life under the sea in 
lots of negati ve ways.

The BBC revealed details from a 
report that is due to be discussed 
in a major UN climate meeti ng in 
November. The report says that almost 
all creatures will be aff ected, but 
parti cularly the young ones. 

CO2 dissolves in the oceans and 
makes them more acidic, and this 
report combines eight years of studies 
by hundreds of scienti sts to provide 
an overall picture. Although some life 
forms may benefi t from more CO2, the 
picture for the food web as a whole 
looks bad. 

Experts say we need more green 
sources of energy to help bring CO2 
levels in the atmosphere down.  

APART from starti ng their own country, it seems like there’s 
not much else left  for Google to do, now that their plan to 
build a city has swung into acti on.  

Sidewalk Labs, one of Google’s sister companies, has been handed an 
enti re lakeside district in Toronto, Canada, to build an ideal future city 
from scratch. Justi n Trudeau, the Canadian Prime Minister, said that it 
would be a place to test new technology and would help the world to 
“build smarter, greener, more inclusive citi es”.

The plans include ways of allowing people to ditch their cars, with 
bike-sharing schemes and self-driving shutt le buses widely available. 
There’ll also be heated pavements to melt snow, and canopies that 
can extend to keep pedestrians dry when it rains.

Good week for...
Seafood lovers
ONE unexpected eff ect of the 
increase in the numbers of 
off shore wind turbines is that 
mussels seem to like hanging 
out near them. As mussel 
numbers go up, wind farm owners could make money by 
farming them. However, it could be bad news for other 
creatures that also feed on the plankton that mussels eat.

Briti sh ladybirds
THE nati ve Briti sh ladybird is 
being outnumbered in some 
parts of Britain by the larger 
harlequin ladybirds from Asia. 
A study in East Anglia found that 
harlequins made up just 1% of the populati on 11 years ago, 
but that has since risen to 70%. Harlequins were introduced 
to control pests, but prey on smaller ladybirds, too.

Bad week for...

GOOGLE HAVE A CITY NOW

It’s claimed that life in the new city will be “enhanced 
by digital technology and data, without giving up the 
privacy and security that everyone deserves”

In every part of the UK, smacking a child is sti ll legal, 
as long as it is justi fi ed or reasonable. However, that will 
soon change in Scotland, as the Scotti  sh Government has 
confi rmed that they will make sure the ban becomes law.

The United Nati ons has said for years that smacking 
children is wrong, and the UK is one of the few places 
in Europe where it is sti ll allowed. 

Bruce Adamson, the children’s commissioner for 

Scotland, said that the ban is “the right thing to do, but 
it is something we should have done many years ago”. 

The ban will give Scotti  sh children the same protecti on 
from assault as adults, but it means that children in other 
parts of the UK won’t have the same rights. Anne Longfi eld, 
the children’s commissioner for England, said that the 
English law on smacking was “outdated” and that 
smacking should be banned everywhere in the UK.

A PLAN to ban smacking in Scotland has led to calls for it to be banned 
everywhere in Britain.
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Power stati ons, factories and 
transport are major sources of CO2

CALLS FOR 
SMACKING BAN
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Is smacking ever okay?
Vote at fi rst.news/polls

VOTE  IN  OUR  POLL!
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WHERE HAVE 
ALL THE 
INSECTS GONE?

The shocking stati sti c was revealed by the Commission 
On Polluti on And Health, a two-year project by the 
respected medical journal, The Lancet.

The authors say that around one in six deaths 
worldwide are caused by polluti on, but most of these 
deaths (92%) are in poor countries. In countries like 
China and India that are developing quickly and building 

lots of factories and power stati ons, around one in four 
deaths are linked to polluti on. 

Since many eff ects of certain pollutants are unknown, 
nine million is likely to be a huge underesti mate.

One of the authors, Richard Fuller, says that “polluti on 
can be eliminated”. The editors of The Lancet were also 
positi ve, saying that “polluti on is a winnable batt le”.

AT least nine million people around the world are killed every year by polluti on.

ONE IN SIX 
KILLED BY 
POLLUTION

EVEN though offi  cials wouldn’t let a Briti sh research ship be 
called Boaty McBoatf ace, fans of silly names can rejoice at last! 

That’s because a 
Swedish train called 
Trainy McTrainface has 
been offi  cially named 
and started carrying 
passengers, aft er the 
name won a public poll 
carried out by train 
company MTR Express.

The train was given 
its name in a ceremony 
at Gothenburg stati on, alongside other trains named aft er a Swedish 
princess, a TV host, and the multi ple footballers called Glenn who played for 
Gothenburg’s successful 1980s team.

The Briti sh ship was eventually named RRS Sir David Att enborough, but one 
of its roboti c submarines was given the name Boaty McBoatf ace.

BOATY, MEET TRAINY

Air polluti on is the most deadly form of polluti on

A STUDY of 27 years’ worth of data 
has shown that insect numbers have 
dropped dramati cally.

The large study looked at numbers of any 
insects caught at more than 60 diff erent 
nature reserves in Germany. The results 
showed that numbers have dropped by 
a massive 76%. 

Although many people don’t like 
bugs, they play a vital role in almost every 
ecosystem on land. Around 80% of wild 
plants are pollinated by them, and 60% 
of birds eat them.

The report in PLoS One says that habitat 
changes, weather or climate change are 
unlikely to be the causes, and that scienti sts 
should be urgently trying to work out why it 
is happening.

A REWARD has been off ered to try and catch the person who is 
deliberately poisoning trees in Gorleston-on-Sea, near Great Yarmouth. 

Locals and council offi  cials have no idea why someone would want to kill off  the 
ancient trees, some of which are hundreds of years old. The trees have had holes 
drilled in them so that the mystery poisoner can put poison into their roots.  

Eight trees in the grounds of Koolunga House have been targeted, along with several 
trees on other properti es. Trees in the area are protected by something called a tree 
preservati on order, which means that anyone found to be damaging them on purpose 
could be fi ned up to £20,000.
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An MTR Express train in Sweden

MYSTERY 
TREE 
POISONER 
STRIKES 
AGAIN
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NEW YORK, USA: One of the many creati ve dog costumes on display at the 27th 
Annual Tompkins Square Halloween Dog Parade in Tompkins Square Park.

TURIN, ITALY: Fire engulfs the mountains close to the villages of Bussoleno 
and Chianocco. The fi re has been fanned by strong winds that have helped it 
spread to the mountains and many small villages.

LONDON, UK: Santa poses for photographs next to a Christmas window 
display at Selfridges. Selfridges claims that it is the fi rst department store in 
the world this year to unveil its Christmas windows.
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Our daily TV bulleti n, First News Today, from our team at First News Today, from our team at First News Today
Sky News will tell you all you need to know each day in 

just 60 seconds! Come back every weekday aft ernoon at 
3pm for a new bulleti n! Just head to live.fi rstnews.co.uk.live.fi rstnews.co.uk

FIRST NEWS LIVE!
Whenever you see the 

First News Live! icon on a page (left ), 
there’s a video that goes with the story 

on our website: live.fi rstnews.co.uk 

SNAPPED!
Head to live.fi rstnews.co.uk to check 

out the First News team’s top pic picks First News team’s top pic picks First News
(hee hee!) of the day – every weekday 

on First News Live! 

OLYMPIA, GREECE: The high priestess passes the Olympic fl ame at the Temple 
of Hera during the traditi onal lighti ng ceremony in ancient Olympia. The fl ame 
will be transported by torch relay to Pyeongchang, South Korea, which will host 
the 2018 Winter Olympics.

LONDON, UK: Guru Mahant Swami Maharaj leads a Diwali service. BAPS Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir (commonly known as Neasden Temple) is one of the 
largest Hindu temples outside India and hosts annual Diwali celebrati ons for the 
approximately 835,000 Hindus living in Britain. 
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MADRID, SPAIN: A statue is exihibited at the ‘Harry Pott er, the exhibiti on’ 
show in Madrid, Spain. These are four giant replicas that have been installed 
in diff erent parts of the city unti l 10 December. Check them out on First News 
Live! at fi rst.news/pott erstatues
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NEWS IN 
NUMBERS

11 metres is 
the height of a 
Meccano model of 
the famous Liver 
bird, which will be 
the centrepiece of 
a new shopping 
centre in Liverpool.

3 years aft er the 
fi rst recent evidence 
of Atlanti c salmon 
breeding was found 
in a Durham river, 
a young salmon 
has been spott ed, 
proving that the 
fi sh have returned.

100 is the age Marjorie 
Gibson from Norwich turned 
on her recent birthday. She 
was presented with the highest 
award in France, the Légion 
d’Honneur, for her acti on on 
Normandy’s beaches, where 
she was a nurse during World 
War 2.

7,376 pounds was 
raised for the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Park Foundati on 
by the Run For Wildlife 
event. Over 100 adult 
and 80 child runners took 
part to raise money for 
conservati on projects to 
save at-risk animals.

2,500 
people have voted 
for the UK’s favourite 
tree species in 
Biology Week 2017. 
The horse chestnut 
tree (also known as 
a conker tree) came 
top of the list. 

6. Home news FirstNews     Issue 593     27 October – 2 November 2017 

Nottingham
Stop stag selfi es
Visitors to Wollaton Park have been 
warned not to take selfi es with 
deer. There are 80 red deer and 120 
fallow deer at the park and during 
mati ng season any animal or person 
invading the creatures’ space could 
be at risk of being att acked. 

UK
Sea protecti on
A new report published this week by the 
Wildlife Trusts highlights fi ve challenges 
the UK marine environment faces as we 
leave the EU. The report is calling on the 
Government to make sure there is a clear 
plan for the protecti on of our seas and sea life in the future. 

Northumberland
Fairy school
Someti mes, don’t you just 
want to be a fairy? Or is that 
just us? Well, Kielder Forest 
Park is now running a fairy 
school for people on holiday at 
Landal Kielder Waterside. You 
get to dress up, make a wand 
and help create the park’s very 
own wishing tree. How bibbidi 
bobbidi brilliant! 

london
Wonderful 
wetlands
A new nature 
reserve has 
opened in 
London, and 
it’s one of the 
biggest urban 
wetlands 
in Europe. 
Walthamstow 
Wetlands has 
495 acres of land and is based 
around a series of reservoirs. 
It’s an important place for 
waterbirds like pochard, 
shoveler and gadwall. 

Southampton
Separated at school
A school in Southampton has introduced 
single-sex GCSE English classes. The head 
teacher at Redbridge Community School 
introduced the lessons, which separate boys 
and girls, in a bid to improve exam results. 

county antrim
Kids’ court
Drivers caught 
speeding 
outside St 
Aloysius 
Primary School 
in Lisburn 
were given the opti on of avoiding 
a fi ne by att ending a special court 
where pupils are judges. Drivers who 
opted to go to ‘Kids’ Court’ were 
asked questi ons about their driving 
and got a lesson on the dangers of 
speeding by the pupils. Police hope 
meeti ng the children face-to-face 
will change drivers’ behaviour. 

LiNlITHGOW
Brave badger
A cheeky badger has been 
caught sleeping in a cat’s bed 
in someone’s house! The brave 
badger got into the house 
through the catf lap, fi lled up 
on cat food then had a litt le 
nap. The Scotti  sh SPCA were 
called to the house in Beecraigs 
Country Park, but the animal 
left . It’s unusual for badgers 
to behave like this, as they’re 
usually very shy. 

Manchester
Poster persuasion
Sea Life Manchester is calling on 
teachers to challenge their students 
to create a poster encouraging 
people to protect marine animals 
and their environment. The class 
that wins the design competi ti on 
will win a trip to Sea Life 
Manchester, where they will 
get a free Save Our Seas 
schools’ workshop. 
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OUR
WORLD

  Name: Aklima
  Age: Three
  Lives: Jordan

AKLIMA had cataracts, which 
is a conditi on that aff ects her 
ability to see.

Cataract surgery costs as litt le 
as £30 to treat. On the day her 
eye was treated, Aklima’s mother 
said: “She’s very happy today. I’m 
also feeling very well because my 
daughter is getti  ng cured.” 

Sightsavers, supported by the 
UK Government, has launched 
a fi nal push towards providing a 
million cataract operati ons. Funds 
raised through the UK Aid Match 
programme will support projects 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
elsewhere.

To fi nd out 
more, visit 
millionmiracles.org. 

germany
Biggest kebab in 
the world!
The record for 
the world’s 
largest doner 
kebab was 
set in Berlin 
last week. 
Originally 
weighing a 
full tonne (1,000kg), the kebab 
couldn’t support its weight and 
split. From the wreckage, a new 
kebab was formed weighing a sti ll 
impressive 423.5 kilograms (934 
pounds). The kebab was invented 
in Berlin, and is a common 
German food.

CHINA
Money mistake
A supersti ti ous 76-year-old woman, 
hoping for a safe fl ight, may have 
jinxed it for herself by throwing some 
coins into the engine of the plane. A 
strict Buddhist, the woman believed 
that coins would make the plane fl y 
safely. This is the second ti me it has 
happened in China.

usa
JFK fi les to be 
released
President 
Donald 
Trump has 
announced 
that he 
intends to allow the release of the 
last remaining secret documents 
surrounding the assassinati on of 
President John F Kennedy in 1963. 
99% of the documents about the 
assassinati on have been released 
or parti ally released, leaving just 
the fi nal 1% to be revealed. There 
are lots of conspiracy theories 
about JFK’s death.

JAPAN
Shinzō Abe wins 
again
Japan’s Prime 
Minister, Shinzō 
Abe, has won 
the general 
electi on that he 
called earlier 
this year, putti  ng 
him on course 
to be Japan’s 
longest-running Prime Minister. 
Abe called the electi on in order to 
win enough power to ditch Japan’s 
commitment to pacifi sm (a promise 
to never att ack), as a reacti on to the 
threat from North Korea.
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spain
Catalan crisis 
conti nues
Tensions 
between 
Spain and 
Catalonia 
have risen 
again, 
following 
Spanish PM Mariano Rajoy’s 
decision to impose ‘direct rule’. 
This means Spain’s Madrid-
based government will take over 
Catalonia and “restore the rule of 
law”. Many Catalan people fear 
that this will hurt their culture and 
further damage the relati onship 
between Spain and Catalonia.

new zealand
Youngest PM 
New Zealand has 
elected its youngest 
Prime Minister in more than 150 
years. The Labour Party’s Jacinda 
Ardern, 37, became leader of 
the country aft er the small New 
Zealand First party agreed to 
form a coaliti on. 
Ardern said that 
her big prioriti es 
as PM would 
be dealing with 
climate change, 
inequality and 
women’s rights.

france
Élysée wee
Emmanuel Macron’s pooch, Nemo, 
is clearly sti ll adjusti ng to palace 
life, as he was fi lmed peeing on 
a fi replace at the Élysée palace as the 
French President talked with three 
junior ministers! One of the ministers 
asked the French President if this was 
something that “happens oft en”, to 
which Macron 
replied: “No. 
You’ve triggered 
completely 
unusual 
behaviour 
in my dog!”
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BRAIN 
FOOD
THE brain is an awesome 
organ. It controls the rest 
of the body, allowing us 
to think, feel and move.  

It takes in informati on about 
what we see, hear, taste, smell 
and feel, then decides how we 
should react to the world around 
us. It is our brain that decides if 
we should run like the wind or 
fi ght like a ti ger; laugh like a hyena 
or cry like a baby.

If the brain stops working 
properly it can aff ect our whole 
body, from how we move to 
how we feel, think, speak and 
remember things. It is therefore 
very important to look aft er our 
brains by eati ng a healthy diet, 
exercising regularly and getti  ng 
lots of sleep.

If you live near the Museum 
of Science and Industry in 
Manchester, you can join 
scienti sts from the University of 
Salford investi gati ng everything 
about brains at ‘Pi: Baffl  ed by 
Brains’, part of the Manchester 
Science Festi val, on Saturday 
28 October.

USERS of the Google Pixel phone will soon be able to speak and 
understand 40 languages in a matt er of seconds.  

Google’s new wireless earbuds, unveiled in October, can be used to make phone 
calls and listen to music, but they are also two-way translators. 

The earbuds can access Google Assistant and Google Translate. So if you’re with, 
for example, a Spanish speaker, you would press the bud and say: “I’d like to speak 

Spanish,” and then whatever you say will be 
translated into Spanish instantly and played by 
the phone’s speakers. The Spanish speaker’s 
speech will be instantly translated into English, 
which you can hear in the buds.

The new Pixel 2 and Pixel 2 XL phones have 
had a shaky start, aft er being slated by reviewers 
for “burn in” on the screen. The permanent 
marks were common on old phones, but not 
on new ones. Google says it is investi gati ng.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

A NEW version of the AlphaGo 
computer program can teach 

itself the strategy game Go from 
scratch, without any human help. 
AlphaGo Zero beat the previous 

version 100-0!

Google Translat-ear

This report is 
from our friends 
at the Science 
Museum, part 
of the Science 
Museum Group.

THE number of obese (very 
overweight) children and 
teenagers is ten ti mes higher 
than it was 40 years ago.

New research by Imperial 
College London and the World 
Health Organizati on shows that 
if the current trend carries on, 
there will be more obese kids 
than underweight ones by 2022.

The study is one of the largest 
ever on childhood obesity. 
It studied weight and height 
measurements from nearly 130 
million people aged over fi ve. 

In 1975, less than 1% of 
children worldwide were obese 
– fi ve million girls and six million 
boys. That’s a total of 11 million 
obese kids. 

But in 2016, the fi gure was 6% 
for girls (50 million) and nearly 
8% in boys (74 million). That’s 
a total of 124 million obese kids 
in the world. There are also 
213 million overweight children 
and teenagers.

Professor Majid Ezzati , who 
was lead author of the study, 
says that the adverti sing of food 
products is a big factor in the 
obesity rise. Professor Ezzati  also 
explained that healthy, nutriti ous 
foods are “too expensive for poor 
families and communiti es”.

Obesity is connected to a large 
number of diseases, including 
type 2 diabetes and cancer. 

OBESITY
RISE

by Eddie de Oliveira

“THIS is the one we’ve all been waiti ng for.” That’s how a 
professor of physics at the LIGO Laboratory in the US described 
the discovery that was predicted by Albert Einstein 100 years ago.

Scienti sts have confi rmed the discovery of a 
gravitati onal wave caused by the merger of two 
neutron stars (dead giant stars), around 130 
million light years from Earth. 

It marks the fi rst ti me that scienti sts have been 
able to observe a major space event with both 
light waves and gravitati onal waves (the ripples in 
space-ti me predicted by Einstein in 1916). 

The fi nd was made by the Laser Interferometer 
Gravitati onal-Wave Observatory (LIGO) based in 
America, the Europe-based Virgo detector and 70 observatories on Earth 
and in space.

The crash of the two massive neutron stars also gave off  a violent jet of 
hot plasma known as a gamma-ray burst. The neutron stars contained two 
or three ti mes the mass of our sun.

Scienti sts say the discovery allows them to link the gravitati onal wave 
source to all the rest of astrophysics, including stars, galaxies and massive 
black holes. The development has been described as “a new era in 
astronomy” by the American Astronomical Society.

EINSTEIN 
WAS RIGHT 
(AGAIN)

DID YOU 
KNOW?

DUBAI Airport is replacing security 
gates with a virtual aquarium! 
From next year, a tunnel in the 
digital aquarium will scan your 

face or eyes using hidden cameras. 
The fi sh are designed to att ract 

your att enti on so the camera can 
snap your face and check who you 
are. It all sounds a bit fi shy to us!

The coming together of two neutron 
stars caused a gravitati onal wave
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Albert Einstein lived 
from 1879-1955
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HOW IS THE DEC HELPING?
The DEC member chariti es are already helping families by providing shelter, 

food, water and essenti al relief supplies, such as blankets, cooking pots and water buckets. 
Many children have been separated from their families or have lost the people closest to them. Safe spaces have been 

set up by some of the chariti es, where children can play and get the support they need.
With more funds, DEC member chariti es can immediately respond to the growing needs of the half a million people who 

have fl ed into Bangladesh with nothing. They can also help the overstretched communiti es that are hosti ng the refugees. 

SAMEERA’S STORY
When the appeal launched on 4 October, press 

adverts and posters appeared on buses and across 
the London Underground featuring a young girl called 
Sameera and her baby brother, Omar. Sameera is just 
one of thousands of children caught up in this crisis. 
Here is Sameera’s story.

Sameera, a seven-year-old Rohingya girl, and her 
baby brother came to Bangladesh from Myanmar in 
mid-September. 

Sameera’s family had been living in fear for several months and none of them 
had been sleeping, as they had heard about several att acks. Sameera’s father, 
Jahid, is a farmer. One day, when he was working in the fi elds, he heard that 
armed men were approaching. 

The family fi rst went to hide in the forest to seek safety, and then they made 
their way to a nearby riverbank to try and fi nd a boat. 

Sameera said: “We came here by walking in the mud. When we reached the 
riverbank we got into a canoe and got away. The rice we had got mixed up with 
the mud, so we couldn’t eat it.

“I had malaria fever. I felt ti red and hot.”
The family now live in a massive refugee camp in a makeshift  shelter, with only 

plasti c sheeti ng to protect them from the weather. They are living on rati ons of 
food aid, as Jahid is no longer able to farm. 

Sameera misses her home and tending to the catt le, but at least she feels safe 
in Bangladesh and will be able to conti nue to study.

Children play in a child-friendly 
space set up by donati ons

Visit www.dec.org.uk for more informati on on the emergency appeal for people fl eeing Myanmar

by Karen Garvin for DEC

FLEEING 
MYANMAR
THE Disasters Emergency Committ ee (DEC) has launched 
an emergency appeal for children and their families fl eeing 
violence in Myanmar. 

EMERGENCY APPEAL
for people fleeing Myanmar

HOW CAN 
YOU HELP?

Maybe you could get your 
school to have a ‘no uniform’ 
day, bake sale or other event 
and help DEC member chariti es 
provide the vital necessiti es that 
children like Sameera and her 
family need. 

 £5 could provide a family with 
clean water for a week

 £30 could provide emergency 
shelter for one family

 £100 could provide food for 
two families for a month
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WHAT IS HAPPENING? 
Since 25 August more than 589,000 people, mainly Rohingya 

women and children, have fl ed violence in Myanmar to reach safety 
in Bangladesh. The Disasters Emergency Committ ee (DEC) recently 
launched an appeal to help these people, many of whom have 
walked for days to cross the border, and have arrived exhausted 
and traumati sed and in urgent need of assistance. 

Thousands of people are now living in makeshift  camps, with litt le 
protecti on from the rain, in an area near the border called Cox’s Bazar. 
In ti mes of crisis the Disasters Emergency Committ ee (DEC) brings 
together 13 of the UK’s leading chariti es to support the immediate 
needs of people aff ected. Most of these chariti es are now working 
in the camps to provide shelter, medical care, water and food for 
children and their families.

LAUNCH OF THE APPEAL
On 4 October, the DEC launched an appeal 

to raise more money to help the people 
aff ected. Appeals were broadcast on television 
by Michael Palin and Riz Ahmed, and many 
other celebriti es have supported the appeal, 
including Emma Thompson, Alison Steadman 
and Stephen Fry.
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Sameera and her baby 
brother, Omar 
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More than 500,000 people have been forced 
to fl ee from Myanmar since August
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PUPPY-DOG 
EYES EXPLAINED

11. ANIMAL NEWS  

NOW this is one get-together we'd love to be invited to! This is what happened 
when 19 giant panda cubs met the public for the fi rst ti me in China.

ACCORDING to new research, dogs produce more 
facial expressions when they know we are looking 
at them.

Scienti sts at the University of Portsmouth discovered that 
dogs move their faces in direct response to human att enti on. 
The research showed that they produce facial expressions to 
communicate with us and not just because they are excited. 
Puppy-dog eyes (raising the eyebrows to make the eyes look 
bigger), was the dogs' most commonly used expression.  

JUST LIKE US?
WHALES and dolphins are more like us than you think.

New research has revealed the similariti es between us and 
whales and dolphins – and it's all down to their big brains. 
Scienti sts spott ed 90 diff erent behaviours in diff erent species of 
dolphins, whales and porpoises, and found that the bigger the 
species' brain, the more complex their lives are likely to be. 

The creatures live in ti ghtly-knit social groups, have 
complicated relati onships, hunt together, play and look aft er 
their young. Bott lenose dolphins use simple tools, orcas call 
each other by name, and sperm whales talk in local dialects 
(diff erent forms of the same language).
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PANDA 
PARTY

The cubs were all born this year at the 
Shenshuping Panda Base in the Wolong 
Nati onal Nature Reserve. The centre has 
bred more than 180 giant pandas.

Since 2006, panda experts in China have 

been slowly releasing pandas back into the wild 
in the Wolong reserve. 

Only a handful have been released so far, as 
it's sti ll not known when the best ti me of year 
to do it is. 

HERO 
HOUND

A BRAVE police dog 
who was stabbed 
while protecti ng his 
owner has been named 
animal of the year.

German shepherd Finn 
was stabbed in Stevenage 
last year, while defending 
his handler, PC Dave 
Wardell, from an armed 
suspect. But aft er 11 weeks 
of recovery, the brave 
pooch was back on duty. 

Finn was given the award 
by the Internati onal Fund 
For Animal Welfare during 
a ceremony at the House 
of Lords. 
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IS there anything more Christmassy than the feeling of 
fresh snow beneath your feet? Turn that feeling into a reality 
by revelling in the magic of the Snow Park at Chill Factore!

If you’re looking to enjoy a fun-fi lled family day, 
step into the Snow Park and enjoy the thrill of the 
Downhill Donuts, Luge Slip ’N’ Slide, Sledge 
O’ Mania and Snow Luge – all on real snow.

If that’s not enough to ignite the magic of 
Christmas, the arrival of Santa’s Grott o at 
Chill Factore really brings the festi ve feeling, with 
sparkling trees, glistening lights and chatt ering elves. Santa’s Grott o at 
Chill Factore is the only Grott o in the country on real snow and promises to 

get families into the festi ve spirit in their very 
own winter wonderland. 

Santa will be in his Grott o every 
weekend from 11 November and 
every day from 2 December up 
unti l Christmas Eve.

DISCOVER THE MAGIC OF 
CHRISTMAS AT CHILL FACTORE

Chill Factore Adverti sement feature

There is a special off er of two for £20 in the Snow Park unti l 5 November. 
You can also get 20% off  Santa’s Grott o by booking before 5 November. 

For more informati on, please visit www.chillfactore.com.
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CHRISTMAS EARLY
BIRD OFFER!

5 ISSUES 
FOR £10, 

PLUS
GIFT!

Direct debit off er followed by £15.99 every three months. Calls are charged at your 
standard network rate. Early bird off er available until 31 October.

View our other Christmas off ers on our 
website: fi rstnews.co.uk/christmas

or call 0330 333 0186

FIRST NEWS LIVE!
KIDS! Have you logged on to First News Live! recently?KIDS! Have you logged on to Have you logged on to Have you logged on to First News Live!First News Live!First News Live!First News Live!First News Live! recently? recently? recently?Have you logged on to First News Live! recently?

Explore First News Live! at fi rst.news/kids fi rst.news/kids

#AndLoadsMore

LATEST 
NEWS

YOUR FAVE 
CELEBS!

DAILY KIDS
NEWS BULLETIN!

SILLY 
STUFF

POLLS, POLLS, AND 
MORE POLLS!

NEW HARRY 
POTTER 
EXHIBITION: 
BEHIND-
THE-SCENES 
VIDEO!
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GENEROUS JAILS

Why we launched the Love Wins campaign

#FNLoveWins

The news over the last year has seemed to feature a lot of diffi  cult, sad stories, but we know that 
the world isn’t just about terrorists, natural disasters and other tragedies. So, instead of focusing on 
negati ve stories, like a lot of the media, we want to give as much att enti on to the good things that 
people are doing, like in all the stories on this page – and several throughout the rest of the issue.  

SHARE YOUR STORIES
If you’ve been involved in, or seen, something that’s shown you the nicer side of people and life, 

we’d like to hear about it, whether it involves your family, friends, total strangers or animals! Send 
us a photo and tell us your Love Wins story by emailing us at newsdesk@fi rstnews.co.uk. Make 
sure you get a parent or guardian’s permission fi rst. 

LET THEM KNOW!
For anyone who’s done something amazing, you can download a certi fi cate from fi rst.news/

lovewins. Print it out and fi ll it in, then show someone that you appreciate what they’ve done 
by presenti ng it to them. You could even ask a teacher if you could do it in assembly!

Some brides might not have been too happy if a dog 
walked down the aisle just before their big moment, and 
a lot of brides would be fuming if the cheeky pooch then 
wandered in again and stepped on her veil during the 
ceremony! But Marília and Matheus took pity on the stray, and didn’t have the heart to put him out 
into the stormy weather, so they let him stay for their wedding recepti on.

Although the pup wandered off  at the end of the big day, Marília and Matheus tracked him down. 
Marília told thedodo.com that they’ve now renamed him Snoop and that the three of them are all 
very happy together. Awww!

SIGN language classes in two towns have 
become hugely popular, because so many 
people want to make deaf athletes feel 
welcome during the Australian Deaf Games.

The tournament is being held in Albury and Wodonga 
in January, when around 1,000 deaf or parti ally deaf 
athletes will be taking part in 15 specially adapted 
sports. Although the Games have been going since 
the 1960s, this year organisers have been trying to 
encourage more people to be aware of the problems 
that deaf people face.

Deaf people oft en feel isolated from their 
communiti es, so people taking ti me to learn sign 
language will make the athletes feel much more at 
home when they arrive next year. 

SIGN OF LOVEWEDDING VOWS
AND BOW-WOWS
A CHEEKY stray dog that crashed a wedding – three 
ti mes! – has found his forever home, aft er the happy 
couple decided to adopt him.

THE impression most people 
have of prisoners is probably 
negati ve, but thousands of 
inmates have donated what 
litt le money they have to help 
victi ms of Hurricane Harvey.

A spokesperson for the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justi ce said 
that prisoners approached guards 
to ask how they could help. Many of 
the prisoners had friends and family 
who were aff ected, but prisoners 
were, too – thousands of them had 
to be evacuated from jails that were 
in Harvey’s path.

Most prisoners only have small 
amounts of money, which they 
use to buy things like toiletries 
and food.

But, with donati ons starti ng from 
just $1, more than 6,500 prisoners 
chipped in to raise nearly $55,000 
(£42,000) for the American 
Red Cross.
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Many parts of Texas were devastated by strong 

winds and fl ooding caused by the torrenti al rain
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CAN you guess who these two are?
It’s comedian David Walliams and actress Sheridan Smith in 

the adaptati on of David’s book, Ratburger. Walliams will play 
Burt, a burger van owner who wants to put a young girl’s new 
friend – a dancing rat – on the menu. Make sure to check it 
out when it airs on Sky One this Christmas. 

1 David Walliams has revealed that he is bringing out yet 
another book. Boogie Bear will be out on 16 November 

and is about a polar bear who fi nds herself drift ing far from 
home and into rather unfriendly company.

2 The presenters have been revealed for Children In Need 
2017. The live show will be hosted by Graham Norton, 

Mel Giedroyc, Tess Daly, Ade Adepitan, Rochelle Humes and 
Marvin Humes. 

3 Katy Perry was stuck in 
space aft er a prop broke 

down during a concert. The star 
had just performed Thinking 
Of You while sat on a model 
of Saturn that was suspended 
in the air. However, when the 
song fi nished, the prop refused 
to return to stage, leaving Katy 
stranded. Luckily, aft er a few minutes she was lowered to the 
ground manually.

4 Ed Sheeran has been forced to cancel some concerts aft er 
he broke both of his arms. The singer fractured his right 

wrist and his left  elbow when he fell off  his bike. He also broke 
a rib in the accident. 

14. entertainment

THOR loses his hammer and gets a haircut, and the Hulk can talk. Oh, 
and Loki’s back (yay!). There’s so much going on in Marvel’s latest acti on-
packed movie that Adam Tanswell had to catch up with the Asgardian 
God of Thunder himself, Chris Hemsworth, to fi nd out more…

THOR: RAGNAROK IS IN CINEMAS NOW

  What makes Thor: Ragnarok diff erent?
There’s a lot of acti on in this movie. Not only are there interesti ng locati ons and 
colourful backgrounds, but there are diff erent villains and diff erent characters. It’s 
a great mixture, but the biggest diff erence is the humour; there’s a lot of comedy 
in this movie.

  How funny is it?
It’s hilarious! I have always loved the humour in Marvel fi lms. I think it’s always 
been their strongest point. It’s what grounds all of the insane larger-than-life 
aspects of the movies. The movies of our new director, Taika Waiti ti , have a 
tremendous amount of humour and fun, along with heart, so he was the perfect 
choice and the perfect fi t for this.

  How did you fi nd the comedy on set?
A lot of days were spent improvising, playing around, laughing and taking risks. 
Any ti me it felt familiar or from a place that we had been before, we went in 
a diff erent directi on. I was really happy with the fi lm and I think it gave it 
a spontaneity and an unpredictable fun quality that it hadn’t had before.

  What was it like working with all the  special eff ects?
It’s tricky someti mes when 
you are on a big green 
stage and there are no 
practi cal sets to interact 
with. I think Taika had 
a prett y strong goal to 
make as many sets as we 
could. He wanted to shoot 
outside and make use of 
natural lighti ng and so on. 
It is challenging at ti mes. 
The fi rst ti me I saw the 
movie was at the premiere, 

but it was amazing to watch the sets come to life. I had no idea what the buildings 
were going to look like. I had no idea what the monsters we were fi ghti ng were 
going to look like. To see it come together was mind-blowing.

  Thor is without his hammer in this movie. How does that make 
him feel? 
At fi rst, he is a litt le lost without it. I think it’s that classic assumpti on that it’s the 
source of all his power, but he goes on to realise that the power is actually within 
him. The hammer was just an instrument for it.

  Do you like Thor’s shorter hair?
I love it. It meant that I didn’t have to spend that extra hour or two in hair and 
make-up each day, so I didn’t mind at all.

  Thor’s father gives his son advice in the movie. What advice did 
your father give you?
Both my parents always said: “Have fun and enjoy yourself. If you are not enjoying 
it or loving it, do something else.” They encouraged us to chase that feeling and 
not stop unti l we found it. They always said: “You are in charge of your life and 
your desti ny. Go out there and get it.” And I remember thinking that when I fi rst 
came over to LA and was auditi oning and having a ti me that wasn’t going so well, 
my mum said: “Well, the couch is sti ll here if you want to come back.” It was nice 
to always have that support and that fall-back. It was nice to have that network at 
home, which has always been there for me.

THE FAB THOR! 

ALESHA 
DIXON
SHE can sing, she can dance, she’s a reality TV show judge, and now she’s set to 
be a Powerpuff  Girl. Is there anything Alesha Dixon can’t do?

  Hey Alesha! What are you doing with Cartoon Network and
The Powerpuff  Girls?
I’m excited to be recording the voice of Bliss, the long-lost fourth Powerpuff  Girl, who 
makes an epic entrance into the Powerpuff  Girls series. My character Bliss is revealed 
in the all-new special The Powerpuff  Girls: Power Of Four, which will be launching on 
29 October on Cartoon Network.  

  What do you think of The Powerpuff  Girls?
When I think of The Powerpuff  Girls, I think of 
strong, fi erce superheroes. They were the original 
ambassadors of girl power and I love what they 
stand for and what they represent. My character 
Bliss is strong, smart, fun and is on the edge of her 
emoti ons; it doesn’t take much for her to explode. 

  Are you anything like Bliss?
I think I have a lot of similariti es with her. I would like to think that I’m strong, I like to 
have fun, I’m very loyal and protecti ve over my family and friends. And the blue hair! 
I used to have blue hair extensions when I was in Mis-Teeq.  

  Tell us about one of your 
favourite scenes. 
One of my favourite scenes is when 
Professor Utonium is explaining to 
the other Powerpuff  Girls about Bliss’ 
childhood and where she’s been all 
this ti me. You also get to learn a lot 
about her character and you see how 
her emoti ons, when they let loose, 
could lead to disastrous results.

The Powerpuff  Girls: Power Of Four featuring Alesha Dixon premieres on 
Sunday 29 October at 3:30pm on Cartoon Network.
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THOR: RAGNAROK IS IN CINEMAS NOW

but it was amazing to watch the sets come to life. I had no idea what the buildings 
were going to look like. I had no idea what the monsters we were fi ghti ng were 
going to look like. To see it come together was mind-blowing.

  Thor is without his hammer in this movie. How does that make 
him feel? 
At fi rst, he is a litt le lost without it. I think it’s that classic assumpti on that it’s the 
source of all his power, but he goes on to realise that the power is actually within 
him. The hammer was just an instrument for it.

  Do you like Thor’s shorter hair?
I love it. It meant that I didn’t have to spend that extra hour or two in hair and 
make-up each day, so I didn’t mind at all.

  Thor’s father gives his son advice in the movie. What advice did 
your father give you?
Both my parents always said: “Have fun and enjoy yourself. If you are not enjoying 
it or loving it, do something else.” They encouraged us to chase that feeling and 
not stop unti l we found it. They always said: “You are in charge of your life and 
your desti ny. Go out there and get it.” And I remember thinking that when I fi rst 
came over to LA and was auditi oning and having a ti me that wasn’t going so well, 
my mum said: “Well, the couch is sti ll here if you want to come back.” It was nice 
to always have that support and that fall-back. It was nice to have that network at 
home, which has always been there for me.

THE FAB THOR! 

A SERIOUS amount of music, mayhem and slime (mostly 
slime) took over The Arena on Blackpool Pleasure Beach 
last weekend for Nickelodeon’s SLIMEFEST. 

Nick’s slimiest festi val saw some of the biggest names in music 
storm Blackpool, including Pixie Lott , The Vamps, Matt  Terry, JoJo 
Siwa, Diversity and hosts Jordan Banjo and Perri Kiely. Popular 
YouTube stars such as EthanGamer, Ruby Rube, Tekkerz Kid and 
It’s Romello also att ended.

Twelve thousand people reportedly att ended the three-day 
festi val, across six shows. That’s a whole lot of slime!
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It wouldn’t be SLIMEFEST 
without some surprise 
sliming, would it? Head to 
fi rst.news/slimefest to see 
Pixie Lott  get slimed! 

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

Check out the 
trailer on First 
News Live! at 
fi rst.news/thor

live.fi rstnews.co.uk
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ALESHA 
DIXON
SHE can sing, she can dance, she’s a reality TV show judge, and now she’s set to 
be a Powerpuff  Girl. Is there anything Alesha Dixon can’t do?

  Hey Alesha! What are you doing with Cartoon Network and
The Powerpuff  Girls?
I’m excited to be recording the voice of Bliss, the long-lost fourth Powerpuff  Girl, who 
makes an epic entrance into the Powerpuff  Girls series. My character Bliss is revealed 
in the all-new special The Powerpuff  Girls: Power Of Four, which will be launching on 
29 October on Cartoon Network.  

  What do you think of The Powerpuff  Girls?
When I think of The Powerpuff  Girls, I think of 
strong, fi erce superheroes. They were the original 
ambassadors of girl power and I love what they 
stand for and what they represent. My character 
Bliss is strong, smart, fun and is on the edge of her 
emoti ons; it doesn’t take much for her to explode. 

  Are you anything like Bliss?
I think I have a lot of similariti es with her. I would like to think that I’m strong, I like to 
have fun, I’m very loyal and protecti ve over my family and friends. And the blue hair! 
I used to have blue hair extensions when I was in Mis-Teeq.  

  Tell us about one of your 
favourite scenes. 
One of my favourite scenes is when 
Professor Utonium is explaining to 
the other Powerpuff  Girls about Bliss’ 
childhood and where she’s been all 
this ti me. You also get to learn a lot 
about her character and you see how 
her emoti ons, when they let loose, 
could lead to disastrous results.

The Powerpuff  Girls: Power Of Four featuring Alesha Dixon premieres on 
Sunday 29 October at 3:30pm on Cartoon Network.
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THOR: RAGNAROK IS IN CINEMAS NOW

but it was amazing to watch the sets come to life. I had no idea what the buildings 
were going to look like. I had no idea what the monsters we were fi ghti ng were 
going to look like. To see it come together was mind-blowing.

  Thor is without his hammer in this movie. How does that make 
him feel? 
At fi rst, he is a litt le lost without it. I think it’s that classic assumpti on that it’s the 
source of all his power, but he goes on to realise that the power is actually within 
him. The hammer was just an instrument for it.

  Do you like Thor’s shorter hair?
I love it. It meant that I didn’t have to spend that extra hour or two in hair and 
make-up each day, so I didn’t mind at all.

  Thor’s father gives his son advice in the movie. What advice did 
your father give you?
Both my parents always said: “Have fun and enjoy yourself. If you are not enjoying 
it or loving it, do something else.” They encouraged us to chase that feeling and 
not stop unti l we found it. They always said: “You are in charge of your life and 
your desti ny. Go out there and get it.” And I remember thinking that when I fi rst 
came over to LA and was auditi oning and having a ti me that wasn’t going so well, 
my mum said: “Well, the couch is sti ll here if you want to come back.” It was nice 
to always have that support and that fall-back. It was nice to have that network at 
home, which has always been there for me.

THE FAB THOR! 

A SERIOUS amount of music, mayhem and slime (mostly 
slime) took over The Arena on Blackpool Pleasure Beach 
last weekend for Nickelodeon’s SLIMEFEST. 

Nick’s slimiest festi val saw some of the biggest names in music 
storm Blackpool, including Pixie Lott , The Vamps, Matt  Terry, JoJo 
Siwa, Diversity and hosts Jordan Banjo and Perri Kiely. Popular 
YouTube stars such as EthanGamer, Ruby Rube, Tekkerz Kid and 
It’s Romello also att ended.

Twelve thousand people reportedly att ended the three-day 
festi val, across six shows. That’s a whole lot of slime!

SLIMEFEST 2017
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It wouldn’t be SLIMEFEST 
without some surprise 
sliming, would it? Head to 
fi rst.news/slimefest to see 
Pixie Lott  get slimed! 

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

Check out the 
trailer on First 
News Live! at 
fi rst.news/thor
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FORMER children’s laureate Chris Riddell has been spooking readers for 
years with his brilliant Goth Girl series. The fi nale is out now, so we caught 
up with Chris to fi nd out more.

Charities supported by First News

Goth Girl And The Sinister Symphony is out now

  Can you tell us a litt le bit about the newest Goth Girl book, Goth 
Girl And The Sinister Symphony?
Goth Girl And The Sinister Symphony is the fourth book about Ada Goth, the only 
daughter of Lord Goth, England’s foremost 
cycling poet. She lives in Ghastly-Gorm Hall, a 
large stately home in the county of Ghastlyshire. 

  Is it true this is the last book in the series?
I thought this would be the last book in the series but then remembered 
the World Book Day book I wrote about Ada. I would like to write two more 
stories to go with that one and make it the fi ft h Goth Girl book.  

  While we’re talking music, what’s your favourite spooky song?
My favourite spooky song is The Killing Moon by Echo And The Bunnymen.

I’D LOVE TO 
DO A GOTH 
GIRL FILM

  Lord Goth is throwing a music festi val 
at Ghastly-Gorm Hall. What sort of music 
festi val are we in for?
Lord Goth has organised a musical festi val called 
Gothstock, in which the most famous composers in Europe are locked in the village 
stocks while they conduct an orchestra. If the audience enjoys their performance, 
the composers are showered in rose petals.  

  Ada’s detecti ve skills must be prett y good now…
Ada is a member of the Atti  c Club, which meets every week in the atti  cs 
of Ghastly-Gorm Hall. They report any strange or interesti ng things they 
see and publish their fi ndings in The Chimney Pot – Journal Of The Atti  c 
Club! I don’t think I would be very good at solving a spooky mystery, but 
I would have fun drawing pictures about one.  

  If Ghastly-Gorm Hall was a real place, would you go? 
Have you ever been to a haunted house?
As Sir Christopher Riddle-Of-The-Sphinx R.A., I have been to Ghastly-
Gorm Hall and it does feel like a real place to me. I once slept in an 

enormous four-poster bed at Althorp House 
and imagined I saw a ghost, or perhaps 
heard one! 

  This week is Halloween. Will you be 
taking part in any spooky shenanigans?
I always make sure I have a large bowl of 
sweets by my front door and a pumpkin in my 
sitti  ng room window for the trick-or-treaters.

  Would you like to see the books turned into fi lms? Who 
would be your dream actress to play Ada?
I’d love a Goth Girl fi lm or TV series. And I think Charlie Chaplin’s 
granddaughter should play Ada!

  Can we expect any new characters?
There are plenty of new characters – Sean the Faun, the ladies of 
G.A.G.G.A. and Sir Sydney Harbour-Bridge, the wildlife arti st, to name 
just a few. There is also a visiti ng American who has strange hair and 
ti ny hands and a very orange face… 
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PEANUTS 
Nuthatches, tits, finches and  

great spotted woodpeckers are  
just some of the birds that go crazy 
for these delicious treats. They’re 
a real superfood, bursting full of 
energy. You may even see small 
nuthatches stealing away a large  
nut and burying it in your garden  
to eat later! 

BIRD SEED MIXTURES 
This is the most common food and 

great for lots of different birds. It’s 
good to get one with small seeds 
for dunnocks, sparrows, finches and 
collared doves. Mixtures that use 
wheat, barley, beans, lentils or dried 
rice should be avoided. They only 
attract the bigger birds, like pigeons, 
which will scare off the smaller guys.
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If you want to learn more about how to attract wildlife to your garden, visit ww2.rspb.org.uk

by the RSPB

FEEDING 
GARDEN 

BIRDS THIS 
WINTER 

WINTER can be a tough time for our feathered friends. Food 
is difficult to find in the countryside, so they move into our 
gardens, where we leave tasty treats out for them. Putting food 
out is a fantastic way of seeing nature up close, but if you want 
to help, make sure you’re providing the right diet. These are the 
top five foods to feed your garden birds. LEFTOVERS

If you’ve filled up on your Sunday 
dinner, some of the leftovers can go 
straight onto the bird table. Chopped 
unsalted bacon rind, dried fruit, 
old apples and pears and crumbled 
cheese will all be enjoyed by your 
garden visitors. However, there are 
some foods you should avoid, as 
they can be dangerous for birds. 
Cooking fat from the roast mixes with 
meat juices during cooking to make 
a runny, greasy mixture. This sticks 
to birds’ feathers and stops them 
from being waterproof. Other foods 
to avoid are dried coconut, cooked 
porridge oats, milk and mouldy food.

BLACK SUNFLOWER 
SEEDS

These are great all-year-round 
seeds, but with a high oil content 
they’re perfect for helping birds 
build up fat to keep warm over 
winter. The hearts (the seeds 
without the hard outer coating)  
are a popular no-mess food and  
will attract prettily-coloured siskins 
and chaffinches. 

DON’T FORGET! 
All birds need fresh 

water for bathing and 
drinking, but it can 
be difficult with many 
ponds freezing over. 
Keep your bird bath 
topped up, and float  
a ball on the surface  
to stop the water  
from turning into ice.

BIRD CAKE  
AND FOOD BARS

During the colder months, it helps 
to feed the birds in your garden 
something a little heavier. Fat balls or 
suet bars are excellent winter food 
and easy to make. Leave suet or lard 
in a room to warm up, then cut up 
into chunks in a bowl. Throw in bird 
seed, raisins, peanuts and a little 
grated cheese, then mix with your 
fingertips. Keep squidging until the 
fat holds it together, then stick into 
half a coconut or an empty yoghurt 
pot. Hang upside down from your 
bird table or tree and watch the 
greenfinches and tits squabble over 
the last delicious scraps.

You can make your own fat or suet balls 
for garden birds 
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Competition Adverti sement feature

WIN! TRANSFORMERS 
GOODIES!
GET ready for the ulti mate adventure, as 
TRANSFORMERS: THE LAST KNIGHT has just 
arrived on digital, followed by DVD, Blu-ray™ 
and 4K Ultra HD™ on 30 October. To celebrate, 
Paramount are off ering an amazing exclusive 
competi ti on opportunity to First News readers!

Terms and conditi ons apply: the closing date is 10 November 2017. UK entrants only. If you are under 16 please get a parent or guardian to email your photo. It will be considered that by sending/submitti  ng a photo you 
have given consent for the photo to be uploaded to www.facebook.com/TransformersFilm/. No cash or credit alternati ve is available and the prizes are not transferable. The colours and styles of the prizes may vary. If  
you don’t have a Transformers toy or image to use, please email us and we can provide.

THE COMPETITION
We are tasking you to take your 

Transformers out into the real world 
and take photos that make them look 
HUGE! Think Transformers in the garden, 
at an iconic landmark or in the park. 
All you have to do is take a photograph 
of your Transformer toy or image and 
email it to: 

transformerstlkfi lm@gmail.com 

THE PRIZE
Submit your perspecti ve photo 

for a chance to win a terrifi c 
Transformers toy prize 
bundle worth over £200, 
an Opti mus Prime helmet 
and Transformers: The 
Last Knight on DVD. Two 
runners-up will receive 
a copy of the DVD.

Submit your perspecti ve photo Submit your perspecti ve photo 
for a chance to win a terrifi c 

bundle worth over £200, 
an Opti mus Prime helmet 

 on DVD. Two 

for a chance to win a terrifi c 

bundle worth over £200, 
an Opti mus Prime helmet 

 on DVD. Two 
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HAS BEEN RATED 12 Tr

an
sf

or
m

er
s ©

 2
01

7 
Pa

ra
m

ou
nt

 P
ic

tu
re

s.
 A

ll 
Ri

gh
ts

 R
es

er
ve

d

MARK BRIDGEMAN  
Web developer
IN our series of interviews and online 
fi lms, you’ll meet lots of diff erent people 
with lots of diff erent jobs! This week, we 
thought we’d fi nd out how Mark, the First 
News coding guru, makes our websites work.

  What I do
I’m a web developer and look aft er the technical 
aspects of our various websites, including First News 
Live! (live.fi rstnews.co.uk). My job involves coding 
new features, maintaining existi ng code and servers, 
and making sure everything runs smoothly.

  How I got my job 
I fi rst built my own sites for fun, by fi guring out 
how other sites work. Since then I’ve worked for 
chariti es, research organisati ons and IT companies. 
I’ve even worked with rock stars! 

  What I love about my job 
I enjoy digging into technical problems to fi nd 
the right soluti on. This could be anything from 
diagnosing a bug in code that is stopping an enti re 

system from operati ng, to using analyti cs and 
tracking to fi nd out why people aren’t going from 
one page to another like we thought they would.

  What’s diffi  cult about my job
Keeping on top of new technologies can be quite 
daunti ng, as companies always want people who 
know the latest and coolest tech. Also, fi guring out 
the best way to tackle a complex problem can 
involve a lot of research, meeti ngs, and testi ng.

  What skills I need
You need to be able to think logically and 
understand complex problems. You also need to 
explain the problem and soluti on to colleagues 
or clients. Good communicati on skills are oft en 

overlooked when it comes to programmers, but 
they’re really important, as oft en you’ll be speaking 
to people who aren’t from a technical background. 

Being good at maths will help if you want to do 
advanced programming, but if you prefer the 
creati ve side, there are those kinds of roles in 
web development, too.

  Where young people should start if they 
want to do the job, too
There are free courses online that can teach 

you the basics. From there you can decide what 
kind of developer you’d like to be, or what 
languages you fi nd the most fun. Think about 

something – a website or a tool – that you’d use 
yourself, and think about how to build it. From that 
you’ll develop the skills that will come in handy in 
the future.

  How my job could change in the future
As phones and tablets become even more popular, 
and people stop using desktop computers as much, 
there’ll be new languages or tools that make things 
faster and geared towards smaller screens.

To see for yourself the recent changes 
that Mark and our web team have made 
to our website, just take a look at the 
NEW! IMPROVED! live.fi rstnews.co.uk.
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

A MAGICAL new exhibiti on has arrived at the Briti sh Library, just in ti me for 
Halloween – and First News went to check it out! 

There’s nothing we love more than a bit of magic and fantasy, and Harry Pott er: 
A History Of Magic promises both of those things in equal measure! 

The unique exhibiti on unveils the mysteries of magic and folklore, while celebrati ng 
the 20th anniversary of the publicati on of Harry Pott er And The Philosopher’s Stone.

Fans will get to see magical objects, manuscripts and books, alongside fascinati ng 
illustrati ons of dragons, unicorns and mandrakes.

There are original draft s and sketches by author JK Rowling, exploring how she 
came up with the wizarding world and her magical characters, as well as drawings 
by book illustrator Jim Kay. 

Each secti on of the exhibiti on is based on the subjects studied at Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft  and Wizardry, including Poti ons, Herbology, Divinati on, Care of Magical 
Creatures, and Defence Against the Dark Arts. Plus, there are guaranteed sighti ngs of 
broomsti cks, wands and cauldrons. Magical!

quick chuckles

FUN PIC 
OF THE 

WEEK! 

WHAT are the most unusual 
pet names of 2017, you ask?!

Batt ersea Dogs & Cats Home 
has released a list of the most 
unusual ones they’ve encountered 
this year. The winner for the 
dogs is Black Trouser, belonging 
to this cute fella pictured above, 
followed by Captain Gary Ziltoid, 
then Peewee! Not to be outdone, 
the quirkiest cat names include 
Captain Cat Sparrow and Mr 
Wobbles. Aww!

HA!
Share your jokes with us at newsdesk@fi rstnews.co.uk

Q: What do ghosts eat 
for supper?

A: Spooketti  !

Q: What keeps rock stars cool?
A:  Their fans! 

HA!

record of the week
MOST MASHED POTATO EATEN IN 
ONE MINUTE 
THE most mashed potato eaten in one minute is 

893g (31.5oz) and was achieved 
by André Ortolf (Germany) 
in Augsburg, Germany, on 
11 November 2014.

For info on this record and hundreds 
more, go to guinnessworldrecords.com

HA!HA!
HA!HA!

What do ghosts eat 
for supper?

Spooketti  !

What keeps rock stars cool?

SPELLBINDING
EXHIBITION

THE exhibiti on features the Ripley 
Scroll – a six-metre-long alchemical 
manuscript that describes how to 

make the Philosopher’s Stone! 

live.fi rstnews.co.uk
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magic! 
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WE WANT TO
HEAR WHAT
YOU/YOUR
SCHOOL IS 
UP TO
ARE you doing something 
sponsored for charity? 
Starti ng your own school 
newspaper? Putti  ng on 
a show? Are you off  on an 
amazing holiday or did you 
have a great day out? Why 
not share your experiences 
with First News readers?
Email your report 
(including pictures) to
yournews@fi rstnews.co.uk 

Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent to 
First News printing details and 
photographs of those involved 
in the report.

Find out more at 
schools.fi rstnews.co.uk

Call: (020) 3195 7256
Email: schools@fi rstnews.co.uk

SUBSCRIBE
FOR SCHOOL

SEND MY FRIEND TO SCHOOL junior
journalist

WHEN we arrived at the Conservati ve Party Conference in Manchester, we saw that it was not only MPs there, but companies and chariti es 
who all wanted to get the att enti on of the current Government.

The fi rst thing we did was to look at some of the 
interesti ng stalls in the main exhibiti on hall. This was 
a great opportunity to spot MPs and speak to them 
about our campaign.

Even though some of the MPs couldn’t stop to talk 
to us, the many that did seemed very supporti ve. 
Some even said that they would do what they could 
as parliamentarians to help  the Send My Friend To 
School campaign, which is calling on the Government 
to invest more money to ensure that every child 
across the world gets a quality educati on. 

Later, along with three of the other Campaign 
Champions, I got to discuss the campaign with three 

key MPs – Wendy Morton, Michael Tomlinson and 
David Evennett  – in an open meeti ng. We answered 
questi ons from them and members of the audience. 

We also met up with the two young Gambian 
ambassadors for Send My Friend. They were so 
enthusiasti c and passionate about the campaign, 
as they can see what a diff erence it makes. 

Overall it was an amazing day that allowed us to 
get more support and spread the word about the 
campaign. It’s a key ti me because Priti  Patel, the 
Secretary of State for Internati onal Development, 
will soon decide how much money is going to be 
put into global educati on.

by Ella Foster, Send My Friend To School Campaign Champion

LITTLE TROOPER
by Mimi

I AM a Litt le Trooper because my mum serves with the Coldstream Guards. I am currently at my third school.
We recently did a fun workshop with a lady called 

Louise from a charity called Litt le Troopers. I really 
loved looking at the map of the world and marking 
the places where all the troops are deployed. 

It was also really fun being with other service 
children and talking about our mums and dads 
and what they do within the Armed Forces.

I love being at my school, Alexander First School, 
because I’ve sett led in well aft er moving around 
lots. All my friends are nice and the teachers have 
supported me. 

To fi nd out more, please visit www.litt letroopers.
net/litt letroopers-at-school.

BALLET
MASTERCLASS
by Toby

junior
journalist

I HAVE been doing ballet since I was three. I’m now training with the 
Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) registered teachers at Bailey-Cox Dance 
Academy and I’ve been to a boys’ ballet masterclass with the RAD, too.

Ballet is a great sport, because it 
complements lots of other sports. 
I do climbing as well, and used to do 
taekwondo, and ballet really helps with 
strength and fl exibility. 

I love being creati ve and making up my 
own dances. Dancing is like telling stories 
or drawing pictures with your body. 
People are someti mes a bit surprised 
that I do ballet, but nobody has ever 
said anything bad; most people think 
it’s super-cool.

I dance every Saturday, prett y much 
all day, doing two ballet classes, tap, 
street dance and musical theatre.  I love 
singing and performing. Practi sing for 
shows gives you confi dence, and it’s fun 
working in a group towards a big show. 
I think many boys have the wrong idea 
about ballet, because fi lms and children’s 
books normally focus on the girls, and 
everything is pink and frilly. But in reality, 
it’s not like that. You jump, balance and 
stretch, and you have to be super-fi t!

SCHOOL
NEWS

Toby

MPs meet school students from the UK and Gambia

Mimi and her classmates
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1  What is the name of the 
police dog who has been 
named animal of the year?

2 Who has been 
named America’s Top 
Young Scienti st?

3 How old is 
Marjorie Gibson?

5  What type of school is 
Kielder Forest Park running? 6  What does DEC

 stand for?

     
7 Who won Best Group at 
Radio 1’s Teen Awards?

8  Who wrote the new 
book Boogie Bear?

1) Finn 2) Gitanjali Rao 3) 100 4) Bliss 5) fairy school 
6) Disasters Emergency Committ ee 7) Litt le Mix 
8) David Walliams

4  Alesha Dixon voices 
which character in the new 
Powerpuff  Girls series?

FirstNews Quiz
HAVE a go at our First News Challenge! Why not set yourself and your friends or family a ti me challenge and see First News Challenge! Why not set yourself and your friends or family a ti me challenge and see First News
who can get the highest score in the quickest ti me? Good luck! See how well you did by using the answers at the bott om.

4  Alesha Dixon voices 
which character in the new 

 Challenge! Why not set yourself and your friends or family a ti me challenge and see 
who can get the highest score in the quickest ti me? Good luck! See how well you did by using the answers at the bott om.who can get the highest score in the quickest ti me? Good luck! See how well you did by using the answers at the bott om.

WHAT HAVE WE 

LEARNED THIS WEEK?

DON’T let the name fool you: Lovers In A Dangerous Spaceti me 
isn’t exactly lovely. Join a few friends and take on the evil forces 
of anti -love in this surprisingly stressful couch co-op game!

The game has you (and up to three friends) take control of a circular ship that 
has weapons on four sides, a shield and a steering wheel. The problem is, your 
litt le character has to move to each of these things to use them. You can’t fl y 
the ship while you’re shooti ng, and you can’t use the shield if you’re fl ying.

But here’s where your friends come in (or a litt le AI cat or dog, if you’re 
playing alone). Working as a team, you have to each take on a diff erent part 
of the ship as you blast your way through aliens, collecti ng the cosmic rabbits 
that will help bring love back to the universe. 

It’s hilarious and franti c, as you bark commands to one another, 
desperately trying to avoid the many, many enemies and laser 
beams that head your way. 

Undeniably more fun with more people, the easy-to-understand 
controls make this a great one to play with friends or family.

HOW do you like the idea of building your own BLOODHOUND SSC, the 
vehicle that’s taking on the land speed record (and featured on our front 
page last week)? 

A team of four students at the University of the West of England (UWE Bristol) have 
started a game studio called PlayWest, and they’re developing a game where you can 
build your own BLOODHOUND. Cool, right?!

Speed Titans is a multi player game that sees teams working together against the clock, 
collecti ng objects from a junkyard to create their very own speed machines. Their designs 
are then put to the test on a virtual airstrip, with scores given for accuracy, distance and 
top speed achieved.

Andy King, a professor who’s helping oversee the development, said this about it: 
“We’re looking forward to seeing the imaginati ve designs the children come up with [in 
Speed Titans] and hope they enjoy playing it as much as we did creati ng it! We would 
love for it to develop into a full nati onal championship, allowing us to have the greatest 
possible impact on promoti ng STEM among the next generati on of engineers.”

LOVERS IN A DANGEROUS SPACETIME
(PS4/XBOX ONE/PC/SWITCH)
LOVERS IN A DANGEROUS SPACETIME 8BUILD YOUR OWN 

BLOODHOUND!
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WIN! A DK CHILDREN’S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA
CAN you complete our sudoku and fi ll in the 
numbers one to nine? Send in your answers and 
one lucky winner will win a copy of the Children’s 
Encyclopedia from DK. The Children’s Encyclopedia 
includes topics ranging from the Stone Age to space 
travel, pirates to polluti on, and machines to musical 
instruments. The nine core subject areas include 
history, science, nature, art, people, and Earth.

1 3 8
9 2 6 3 4

3 5
3 8 1 4 6 5
6 5 2 3 7
5 9 8 6 4 3

5 1
4 1 5 9 8

2 1 4

JUST for fun this week. Can you complete our weekly crossword? 

CAN you fi nd the words below in our sea-themed wordsearch? 
Remember that the words can be horizontal, verti cal or diagonal.
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 Boat

 Shark

 Turtle

 Dolphin

 Coral

 Whale

 Jellyfi sh

 Shell  

 Octopus  
 Treasure  

 Seahorse
 Oyster
 Plankton 
 Crab 
 Sand

wordsearch

1 2 3 4 5

6

7

8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16

17

18

Across
1 - Very rich person (11)

6 - Warm cover for a bed (5)

7 - Large (3)

8 - Go inside (5)

10 - Edge of a cup (3)

11 - Nine plus one (3)

13 - Remnant (5)

16 - Weird or strange; not even (3)

17 - Middle traffic light colour (5)

18 - Office machine (11)

Down
1 - Perhaps (5)

2 - Shelf or ridge (5)

3 - Not artificial (7)

4 - Opposite of outer (5)

5 - Famous horse racing track (5)

9 - Whirlwind (7)

11 - Hit hard (5)

12 - A piece of tortilla topped with melted cheese (5)

14 - Welsh breed of short-legged dog (5)

15 - British snake (5)SING

TALK

SEE if you can get from 
the top of the ladder to 
the bott om by changing 
one lett er at a ti me to 
make a new word.

WORD 
LADDER

 CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Very rich person (11)
6 Warm cover for a bed (5)
7 Large (3)
8 Go inside (5)
10 Edge of a cup (3)
11 Nine plus one (3)
13 Remnant (5)
16 Weird or strange; not even (3)
17 Middle traffi  c light colour (5)
18 Offi  ce machine (11)

DOWN

1 Perhaps (5)
2 Shelf or ridge (5)

3 Not arti fi cial (7)
4 Opposite of outer (5)
5 Famous horse racing track (5)
9 Whirlwind (7)
11 Hit hard (5)
12 A piece of torti lla topped with 
melted cheese (5)
14 Welsh breed of short-legged 
dog (5)
15 Briti sh snake (5)
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WIN! A DK CHILDREN’S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA
CAN you complete our sudoku and fi ll in the 
numbers one to nine? Send in your answers and 
one lucky winner will win a copy of the Children’s 
Encyclopedia from DK. The Children’s Encyclopedia 
includes topics ranging from the Stone Age to space 
travel, pirates to polluti on, and machines to musical 
instruments. The nine core subject areas include 
history, science, nature, art, people, and Earth.
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Remember that the words can be horizontal, verti cal or diagonal.
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Across
1 - Very rich person (11)

6 - Warm cover for a bed (5)

7 - Large (3)

8 - Go inside (5)

10 - Edge of a cup (3)

11 - Nine plus one (3)

13 - Remnant (5)

16 - Weird or strange; not even (3)

17 - Middle traffic light colour (5)

18 - Office machine (11)

Down
1 - Perhaps (5)

2 - Shelf or ridge (5)

3 - Not artificial (7)

4 - Opposite of outer (5)

5 - Famous horse racing track (5)

9 - Whirlwind (7)

11 - Hit hard (5)

12 - A piece of tortilla topped with melted cheese (5)

14 - Welsh breed of short-legged dog (5)

15 - British snake (5)SING

TALK

SEE if you can get from 
the top of the ladder to 
the bott om by changing 
one lett er at a ti me to 
make a new word.

WORD 
LADDER

 CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Very rich person (11)
6 Warm cover for a bed (5)
7 Large (3)
8 Go inside (5)
10 Edge of a cup (3)
11 Nine plus one (3)
13 Remnant (5)
16 Weird or strange; not even (3)
17 Middle traffi  c light colour (5)
18 Offi  ce machine (11)

DOWN

1 Perhaps (5)
2 Shelf or ridge (5)

3 Not arti fi cial (7)
4 Opposite of outer (5)
5 Famous horse racing track (5)
9 Whirlwind (7)
11 Hit hard (5)
12 A piece of torti lla topped with 
melted cheese (5)
14 Welsh breed of short-legged 
dog (5)
15 Briti sh snake (5)

Send your fi nished puzzles to Puzzles 593, First News, First Floor, 58 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London, SE1 0AS. The closing date for puzzle entries is Thursday 2 November 2017.

HOW TO
ENTER:23. puzzle time

WIN! DESPICABLE ME 3 DVDS

A

CAN you spot the fi ve changes we’ve made to this picture from Despicable Me 3? Send in your answers and four lucky winners will win a copy of 
Despicable Me 3 on DVD. Aft er he is fi red from the Anti -Villain League for failing to take down the latest bad guy to threaten humanity, Gru fi nds 
himself in the midst of a major identi ty crisis. But when a mysterious stranger shows up to inform Gru that he has a long-lost twin brother (who 
desperately wishes to follow in his twin’s despicable footsteps), one former supervillain will rediscover just how good it feels to be bad.

B

Despicable Me 3 is available on digital now and on 4K Ultra HD, Blu-ray, DVD and on demand on 6 November, from Universal Pictures Home Entertainment (UK).

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the Diff erence: colour on 
fl ag is missing, number on poster 
is missing, sti cker is missing, 
patt ern on picture is missing, 
phone screen has changed colour. 
Word Wheel: rectangle.

COMPETITIONS: 
You can enter First News competi ti ons in one of two ways. 1. Go to fi rstnews.co.uk/competi ti ons and follow the instructi ons. 
2. Write to us at ‘competi ti on name’ (e.g. Holiday), First News, First fl oor, 58 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 0AS. Please 
note: First News will not share your personal details with third parti es. First News will only use your details to contact the 
competi ti on winners. First News competi ti ons are open to those aged 17-and-under and residents of the UK & Republic of 
Ireland, except employees of First News, First News (UK) Ltd, Trinity Mirror and any associated companies and their families. 
Winners will be the fi rst correct entries drawn aft er the closing dates. No purchase necessary. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries that have been lost or damaged in transit. First News will not enter into any correspondence. All winners 
will be noti fi ed accordingly and their names and addresses will be available on request. No cash alternati ve for any prizes will 
be off ered. The winner may be required to partake in media acti vity relati ng to the competi ti on.

B R O C C O L I V
A W G N A
D E N Y R E I G N S
M E E T N
I N D I A D I S C O
N L A W
T A B L E C L I M B
O N S D O
N I C E S T S O F A

C S I L R
Y S T R E S S E D

2 9 1 4 6 5 8 3 7
4 8 6 9 3 7 1 2 5
5 7 3 2 1 8 6 9 4
9 2 4 3 5 1 7 6 8
1 3 7 8 4 6 2 5 9
8 6 5 7 2 9 3 4 1
3 1 9 5 7 2 4 8 6
6 5 2 1 8 4 9 7 3
7 4 8 6 9 3 5 1 2

WIN!  A SET OF CLASSIC 
BOARD GAMES

THANKS to John Adams, two lucky 
readers will win a Rummikub and 
Othello games bundle to enjoy.

Rummikub provides hours of 
amusement. The aim is to be the 
fi rst player to shout Rummikub, by 
placing all the ti les from your rack 
onto the table as part of a run or group, to get the highest score. 
But beware of the Joker! If he is smiling on your rack at the end of 
the round, you lose 30 points! 

Othello takes a minute to learn and 
a lifeti me to master! It’s a fast-paced 
strategy game and the aim is to trap 
and capture your opponent by placing 
your disks on the board. 

 
To be in with a chance of winning, 

just answer this questi on:

fi rstnews.co.uk/competi ti ons or see below. The closing date is 16 November 2017.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY Games

How many Jokers are included 
in a Rummikub Classic set?

a) Two   b) Four   c) Six

BOARD GAMESBOARD GAMESBOARD GAMES

the round, you lose 30 points! 

WIN!  A ROCKET WIRELESS 
SINGING MACHINE

THE Rocket Wireless Singing 
Machine is an all-in-one music 
experience that enables you to 
sing on the go.

The new completely wireless 
singing mic can amplify your voice 
and play your music through the 
built-in speaker. You can adjust the volume 
and echo to layer on top of your favourite 
songs. Via Bluetooth, music can be connected from your computer 

or handheld device and played through the speaker 
at the bott om of the Rocket. Includes light-up base, 
headphone jack and works as a stand-alone speaker. 

We have six Rocket Wireless Singing Machines 
up for grabs. To be in with a chance of winning, 
just answer this questi on:

How many members are in Litt le Mix?
a) Three   b) Four   c) Five

fi rstnews.co.uk/competi ti ons or see below.
The closing date is 16 November 2017.

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY SING

www.character-online.com
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AN OLD PROBLEM
The Government says: 

“We believe that how far 
you go in life should be 
based on your talent and 
how hard you work – and 
nothing else.”

They are urging families 
to work harder, to aim 
higher, and for employers 
to be more open to giving 
jobs to people from all 
backgrounds.

Many previous 
governments have said the same. A report published by the Nati onal Children’s 
Bureau in 1973 enti tled Born To Fail? pointed out that one in seven children 
(including me) would not succeed simply because of where they lived and went 
to school, and the communiti es 
they came from.   

Sadly, instead of improving, the 
number of children with these 
limited life chances is now one in 
fi ve – that’s 20%. I would like you 
to believe that this can change, 
not by saying ‘work harder, pass 
exams and go to university’, but 
by thinking and acti ng diff erently.

WHAT CAN WE DO? 
How can we make sure that 

everyone has the chance to learn 
and go on to do the job they want to 
do, to develop the wonderful natural 
talents they possess? 

Achievement For All is a not-for-
profi t organisati on that works in 
partnership with nurseries, schools 
and colleges. It improves outcomes 
for all children and young people 
who are vulnerable to underachievement, regardless of background, 
challenge or need.

We all have a part to play to ensure every child across the country 
has a choice, an opportunity, and a secure future – and to make sure no 
child ever feels left  out. If young people have these things, every single 
one of us will benefi t.

WHAT THE  REPORT SAID
  Exclusion from school is more likely to happen if you are black Caribbean than 

if you are in any other ethnic group.
  You are more likely to struggle with reading and writi ng if you are white Briti sh 

from a poor family. Chinese and Asian pupils are the highest achievers.
  You are more likely to be unemployed and live in rented accommodati on if you 

are from Bangladeshi, black or white Briti sh and poor backgrounds.

FOUR WAYS OF THINKING AND ACTING
In my book, Born To Fail?, I highlight that we all need to know what 

it feels like to have some success in our lives. This means having the 
following four things: Aspirati on – the I CAN: I know I can do something 
about my reading or writi ng or maths. I can learn; Access – the I DO: 
I am doing something, I am learning, I am reading a book, I am talking to 
people in my class about the book; Att ainment – the I HAVE: where my 
teacher and my family recognise I have learnt something, so they praise 
me; Achievement – the I AM: feeling good about what I have achieved 
when I have had success.

by Professor Sonia Blandford, 
CEO of Achievement For All 

BORN
TO FAIL?

WHEN you look around your class, your favourite football team or 
the music charts, you will see many people with backgrounds from 
diff erent countries. Britain is an extremely diverse country that 
has welcomed families from all over the world. But a recent report 
published by the Government called the Race Disparity Audit describes 
the shocking reality of how poor kids and those from some ethnic 
groups are treated and, as a result, how they live in the UK today.

Prime Minister Theresa May meeti ng 
primary school pupils in London

The problems faced by the poor are not new: 
here, a young child walks the fi lthy streets of 
London in the 1970s 
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LOTS of young people help out with chores at home. Trying to get a good balance between 
these jobs, your studies and fi nding ti me to relax and do things you enjoy is important. 
Someti mes it can be hard get organised and prioriti se things, but talking to Childline 
could help you to think of how to organise your ti me in the best way.

Someti mes you might need to help with tasks 
around the house or garden. You might not always 
feel like doing these chores, but it can be a great 
way to relieve stress and help your parents or carers. 
You might even fi nd that you enjoy the feeling of 
fi nishing a job. 

There are many diff erent types of chores, like 
cleaning, making the bed, doing the dishes, walking 
the dog, or even washing the car. Chores can come 
in many diff erent shapes and sizes: some big, some 
small, some hard and some simple. If you’re stuck, 
or feel as if the chore you have is too diffi  cult, don’t 
be afraid to ask for help.

Learning to do chores such as this can help teach 
you important life skills that you can use when 
you’re older, such as a sense of responsibility or 
being more organised and able to plan ahead. It can 

also help you learn to become more independent 
and able to do things like washing your own clothes. 
Any physical chores you may have to do, such as 
walking the dog, can also help to keep you acti ve and 
healthy. It can also make you feel good to be able to 
help your parents or carers with chores. 

If you have more than one chore during the week, 
you can make a ti metable to track when you could 
be doing your chores, school work, relaxing and any 
other acti viti es you may do. 

However, someti mes the stress of having to 
complete chores you don’t really want to do 
(especially aft er a long day of school) can make you 
feel grumpy or maybe even a bit sad. If this is the 
case, make sure you tell someone like an adult or 
talk to a Childline counsellor. 

Writt en by NSPCC ambassador, Tiegan.

I’m Esther Rantzen, President of 
Childline, which helps thousands of 
children every week. If you ever need to 
talk, you can visit www.childline.org.uk or call us on 
0800 11 11. 

COMPLETING 
CHORES

  

Visit your local
Pets at Home store
for a FREE cold weather
pet care workshop! 

BOOK ONLINE  
petsathome.com/workshops 

ACTIVITY CLUB

For kids 
who  
pets!

PETS AT HOME
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AN EDIBLE 
GALLERY!
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SCHAMAZE 
SECRETS!

FRIDA, a Mexican rescue dog, has been praised for saving lots of people 

trapped in rubble aft er the country’s recent earthquakes.

Mexico’s president thanked Frida personally for her rescue eff orts aft er a 7.1 magnitude 

quake shook the country. The hero hound is employed by the Mexican navy to carry out 

search and rescue missions in natural disasters. Frida wears protecti ve goggles, a khaki 

harness and two pairs of  protecti ve booti es as she detects signs of life under the rubble.

One of the earthquakes, last Tuesday (19 September), left  at least 326 people dead. 

But Frida and her doggy pals have kept that number from being higher by fi nding lots 

of survivors. Frida has saved at least 52 lives in her career so far.

Frida has had so much praise, there have even been calls for her to replace a famous 

Mexican painter on the country’s 500-peso note!

We’re in awe of this hero hound here at First News HQ. Head to fi rst.news/frida to see 

more pictures of her saving lives.

Britain’s best-selling publication for kids* 

How Frida would look on the 500-peso note

TRUMP VS 
SPORT
PAGE 3

WIN! MESSI 
TRAINING 
SYSTEM!

FUTURISTIC 
SHOPPING

HERO
HOUND 

SEARCH DOG  SAVES LIVES 

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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IN MEXICO’S EARTHQUAKE 
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ALL THE SPORT!
PAGE 28

11YEARS OF AWARD WINNING NEWS!*

TORONTO in Canada is set to be the centre of att enti on this week, as injured members of the armed forces will be batt ling each other for medals at the Invictus Games. 
The Games were started by Prince Harry (above), with the fi rst tournament taking place in London in 2014. This year, 550 competi tors from 17 countries will be facing off  in 12 diff erent sports that have been adapted for people with varying injuries. These include indoor rowing and wheelchair racing.Royal-watchers are excited because Harry is expected to turn up with his girlfriend, Meghan Markle, for their fi rst public appearance.

THE 
LOWDOWN ON STRICTLY

CARROT BUZZ!
PAGE 18

BACK FROM   
  MARS!MARS!MARS!MARS!MARS!MARS!MARS!

WOUNDED WARRIORS READY FOR ACTION

KIDS GO FREE AT CHESSINGTON!*
SEE P25 FOR VOUCHER

*with a full-price adult ti cket purchased at the att racti on

PAGE 14

DERMOT
GETS CHEESY!

WIN! 
TICKETS! TOYS! BOOKS!

A CREW of six astronauts has just returned from an epic eight-month mission to Mars. Admitt edly, they’re not really astronauts and they weren’t really on Mars, but the experiment has sti ll been very valuable for planning real missions!The HI-SEAS V experiment is the latest in a series of 
tests that put groups of people in environments similar 
to Mars, to see how they cope with being isolated from 
the rest of the world and living together for so long. The base for the missions is a dome on Mauna Loa in 
Hawaii. Two women and four men took part, including 
Briti sh scienti st Samuel Payler.The six took lots of psychological tests and could only 
communicate with mission controllers on a 20-minute 
delay, which is how long signals take to get to Earth from Mars.

Although a journey to Mars could be very dangerous, the HI-
SEAS experiment took place on the largest acti ve volcano in the 
world! The crew also discovered a bomb during one mission, 
which was left  over from when the US Air Force used explosives 
to try to stop a lava fl ow back in 1935
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BACK FROM   BACK FROM   BACK FROM   
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communicate with mission controllers on a 20-minute 
delay, which is how long signals take to get to Earth 

Although a journey to Mars could be very dangerous, the HI-
SEAS experiment took place on the largest acti ve volcano in the 
world! The crew also discovered a bomb during one mission, 
which was left  over from when the US Air Force used explosives 
to try to stop a lava fl ow back in 1935

*The 2012 Newspaper Awards: Best weekly national newspaper and best niche market newspaper. Also, Plain English Campaign: Best national newspaper.  First News readership � gure is 2,235,888. Source: Opinion Matters 2016. 
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LIFE AFTER 
THE STORM

HURRICANE Irma has caused billions 
of pounds’ worth of damage and nearly 
destroyed some islands in the Caribbean, 
so the cleanup is going to be a huge task. 

A lot of media att enti on focused on Irma’s path 
across Florida, but the ti ny Caribbean island of 
Barbuda was hit so hard that Gaston Browne, 
the prime minister, said that 90% of the island’s 
buildings are destroyed and 60% of the populati on 
of 1,600 is now homeless. 

The Red Cross has launched an appeal to raise 
money for those in the Caribbean aff ected by 
Hurricane Irma, and the UK Government has 
promised to match every pound donated. 

Read our special report on p18 to fi nd out where 
and how hurricanes form.

The cleanup has also begun in southeast Asia, where record monsoon 
rains killed more than 1,200 people. More than 41 million people in 
Nepal, India and Bangladesh have been aff ected, with hundreds of 
thousands of people losing their homes, crops and animals. Monsoon 
rains aren’t caused by hurricanes, but a seasonal shift  in wind directi on.
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Words for Life
ZILLAH Bethell was born in Papua New Guinea 
and now lives in Wales with lots of rescue animals 
and rain. Her new book, The Extraordinary 
Colours Of Auden Dare, is about a world where 
rain has become scarce! Here, Zillah tells us 
what books she read as a child:

HAVE you read a book recently that you desperately want 
to tell people about? Maybe one that was SO good that 
you stayed up all night reading it? Whatever you thought 
of the book you just read, we want to hear about it!

That’s why we’re opening up our book reviews to every First 
News reader. We want to hear your thoughts on the books you’ve 
been reading lately – good or bad.

So what do you have to do? Here are our handy guidelines to 
help you get involved.

Your book review needs to be around 100 words, but it can be 
a litt le longer, or a litt le shorter. Remember to give it a star rati ng 
out of fi ve!
Send us a photo of yourself if you want your picture in the 
paper! Don’t worry if you don’t want to – it’s enti rely up to you 
– but make sure you’ve got a parent or guardian’s permission 
before you do.
Make sure you send your review to bookreviews@fi rstnews.co.uk 
and put the book ti tle in the subject line. They might go missing if 
you send them to another First News email!
Not every review will be published. If the book has already 
been reviewed, we won’t feature it. This means it’s much more 
likely that your review will make it in if you read newer or more 
unknown books. 
So what are you waiti ng for!? Go get reading and go 
get reviewing!

To read Zillah’s full interview, visit wordsforlife.org.uk/author-interviews. 
For book recommendati ons, acti viti es and games, go to wordsforlife.org.uk.

“Malory Towers, of 
course (I was fascinated 
by lacrosse and midnight 
feasts), and I also used 
to trawl junk shops for old school 
annuals. I have one from 1952!”

LOVE BOOKS?!
WE WANT YOU!
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DISNEY EYE FOUND IT 
HIDDEN PICTURE GAME
SMYTHSTOYS.COM  £14.99

Join Mickey Mouse and friends on an exciti ng 
race through 12 diff erent Disney realms, from 
Radiator Springs to Peter Pan’s Neverland and 
Pooh’s Hundred Acre Wood. Along the way, 
everyone searches for hidden Disney objects, 
with more than 1,000 things to fi nd. With the 
help of fellow players, race to Cinderella’s castle 
at the end of the giant 6ft  (1.8m) game board 
before the hands of the clock reach midnight.

What’s in the shops?MONOPOLY GAMER
ARGOS  £24.99

This is a Monopoly game with a Nintendo twist. 
Instead of normal Monopoly tokens, it features 
Super Mario characters, each with their own 
special powers. Play as Mario, Princess Peach, 
Yoshi or Donkey Kong. Finish the game by 
defeati ng Bowser at the end! Players earn 
points by buying properti es, collecti ng coins, 
and beati ng bosses. The player with the highest 
score wins the game.

BOOM BALL GAME
TESCO.COM  £24.99

Are you fast enough for Boom Ball? Get ready for 
this exciti ng new multi player acti on game. Pop 
the net on your head and use your skills to catch 
the balls fi red out of the cannon. Catch the most 
and you’ll win the game! So that all the family 
can play, the cannon has adjustable heights. 
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Tommy Smith of Huddersfi eld Town hits the ball towards Manchester United’s Henrikh Mkhitaryan. 
Huddersfi eld pulled off  a shock 2-1 win, ending the Red Devils’ unbeaten start to the season 

Repsol Honda rider Marc Márquez celebrates 
his victory at the MotoGP Australian Grand 
Prix. The win helped him pull 33 points clear 
at the top of the riders’ standings
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Wakaba Higuchi of Japan competes at the Rostelecom 
Cup Grand Prix of Figure Skati ng event in Moscow, Russia
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Karolína Plíšková of the Czech Republic serves 
during her match against the USA’s Venus 
Williams at the WTA Finals in Singapore. 
Plíšková won 6-2, 6-2, in just 72 minutes
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Todd Gurley of the Los Angeles Rams (right) is tackled during the 
NFL game against the Arizona Cardinals at Twickenham Stadium 
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5 medals were won by Great Britain 
at the World Taekwondo Grand Prix in 
London – GB’s most successful result 
ever. Jade Jones (below, in blue) beat 
the South Korean world champion, 
Lee Ah-reum, to win gold. Bianca 
Walkden and Lauren Williams also 
took gold, while Bradly Sinden claimed 
a silver and Mahama Cho won bronze.

2 wickets was the winning margin 
for Australia against England in the 
Women’s Ashes opener in Brisbane. 
The World Cup winners fi nished on 
228-9, while Australia scored 231-8. 
Alex Blackwell (below) got 67 not out.

177 goals have been scored by 
Sergio Agüero for Manchester City, 
equalling the club record set by Eric 
Brook 78 years ago. The Argenti nian 
striker got his 177th with a penalty 
against Burnley, as City cruised to a 
3-0 win. 129 of the 177 goals have 
been scored in the Premier League.

SPORT IN 
NUMBERS
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If the Mercedes driver fi nishes fi ft h 
or higher at the Mexican Grand Prix this 
weekend, the ti tle is his.

He is currently at the top of the drivers’ 
standings, with 331 points. His closest rival, 
Ferrari’s Sebasti an Vett el, is on 265. 

Vett el was second in the US, meaning he 
could sti ll win the ti tle if he wins in Mexico 

and Hamilton fi nishes sixth or lower. 
But Hamilton has won fi ve of his last 

six races and his Mercedes has not had a 
technical failure all season, so he remains 
the fi rm favourite. Mercedes have already 
won the constructors’ championship, 
ahead of Ferrari in second.

The Mexican Grand Prix is on 29 October.

Usain Bolt joins Lewis Hamilton 
in celebrati ng the Brit’s F1 win

BRITAIN’S Lewis Hamilton won the United States Grand Prix in Texas, putti  ng 
him within touching distance of a fourth Formula 1 world championship. 
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THE Football Associati on (FA) is in crisis aft er its leaders were accused of 
mishandling allegati ons of bullying and racism in the England women’s team.  

The Sports Minister, Tracey Crouch, has 
said she hopes “the FA learns lessons from 
this whole sorry saga”. Separately, former 
FA offi  cial Heather Rabbatt s has said that 
technical director Dan Ashworth’s positi on 
is “untenable” (no longer sustainable).

The crisis began when England striker Eni 
Aluko reported manager Mark Sampson for 
alleged racist remarks he made in 2014.

Sampson was fi red in September, when 
new allegati ons surfaced of “inappropriate 
behaviour” during his ti me at Bristol 

Academy, before he got the England job. 
The FA has now apologised to Aluko.

But now the spotlight is on senior FA 
offi  cial Ashworth, as well as chairman 
Greg Clarke and chief executi ve Marti n 
Glenn, because of how they dealt with 
the allegati ons. 

The shadow Sports Minister, Labour’s 
Rosena Allin-Khan, said: “I have lost 
confi dence in the FA’s leadership team.”  
Another MP has described the FA as 
“shambolic” (very disorganised).  
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28 matches 
will be played in 
36 days across 
12 venues at the 
Rugby League 
World Cup, which 
starts in Australia 
today (Friday 27 
October). England 
play the hosts in 
the opening game.

Mark Sampson
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BOLTING TO THE 
TITLE? 
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FA IN CRISIS  
Chelsea and England 
star Eni Aluko

Senior FA offi  cials Marti n Glenn (left ), Greg Clarke (middle) 
and Dan Ashworth (right) have been heavily criti cised 
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