
	
Autumn Half Term 2
(Ordinary time - liturgical colour Green moving to Advent liturgical colour Purple (Display resources available in Staff Shared/Collective Worship)
 
	
Our Half Term Value

Mixed

	Date
	Theme
Links/School Value
	Bible Story/Videos

	Big Question
	Songs
	Activity Ideas

	Wk 1
w/c
2.11
	Understanding Prayer
Value - Understanding
Spiritual Reflective Moment
Think about a person who always listens to you and cares about you. Christians believe that God listens like that too.
Is there anything you would like to say thank you for today? Is there something you need help with?
Is there someone you would like to think about or pray for? Spend a few quiet moments sharing those thoughts in your heart.
Silence
	What is prayer? Why do people pray?
Prayer is like talking with a friend who loves you and always listens. Christians believe that God listens when they pray. Prayer can be about saying thank you, asking for help, saying sorry, or simply spending time with God.

Who do you talk to when something exciting happens? people usually talk to someone they trust and care about. Christians believe prayer is talking to God because God cares about them. Prayer doesn't have to be long or complicated. You can pray in your head, out loud, through words, drawings, songs, or even in quiet moments.
Bible Link - Psalm 145:18 "The Lord is near to all who call on him." This means God is always close and ready to listen when people talk to him.
Jesus often prayed. Even though he was God's Son, he still spent time talking to God. He prayed when he was happy, sad, thankful, worried, or when he needed guidance. Prayer helps people feel connected to God and can bring peace when life feels busy.
Bible Link - Matthew 6:5-15 - The disciples saw that prayer was important to Jesus. They wanted to know how to pray, so Jesus taught them the Lord's Prayer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAjLVVe4q5A  
Jesus' simple teaching on prayer - Matthew 6:5-15

Jesus didn't give them complicated instructions. Instead, he gave them an example prayer to help them know what kind of things they could talk to God about. The Lord's Prayer is a bit like a guide or map for prayer. Just as we follow a model when learning to write a story, Jesus gave a model prayer to help people learn to pray.
The Lord's Prayer teaches us to - Remember who God is.      Thank God for what we have.   Ask God to help us.    Say sorry when we get things wrong.    Forgive others.   Ask God to guide us.
Our school prayer is a guide that helps us live out our school values, motto and Christian vision every day. Just as Jesus gave his followers the Lord’s Prayer to help them understand how to pray, our school prayer reminds us of the kind of people we want to be. It encourages us to build strong futures together, show respect, understanding and inclusion, develop creativity and resilience in our learning, and share God’s love with others. When we say our prayer, we are asking God to help us put our values into action through the choices we make and the way we treat one another.
	What would you talk to God about?

What brings you peace?
[image: ]

	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkIW8CTrHF4
The Lord’s Prayer with actions
	Prayer Phone Give each child a template of a simple telephone or speech bubble.
On different sections they can write or draw:
Thank you, God, for...
Please help me with...
I would like to pray for...
[image: How to Create a Prayer Journal with Kids - Sarah Chesworth] Something I wonder about...

Discuss our Prayer & Reflection Book from our CW areas – what can it be used for?

	

	Date
	Theme/Value Link
	Bible Story/Videos
	Big Question
	Song
	Activity Ideas

	Wk 2
w/c 
9.11
	Remembrance Day
Understanding why we remember
Value - understanding
Spiritual Reflective Moment
Hold an imaginary stone in your hand.
What important memories or people do you carry in your heart?
Pause 
When we remember, we are learning to understand – to understand what life was like for others, to understand why peace is precious, and to understand how we can help make the world a kinder place.
Silence
	What is Remembrance Day?
Remembering the Past, Building Peace for the Future
We remember those who lived through wars, those who sacrificed their lives, and those who continue to work for peace today. We remember not to celebrate war, but to learn from it. When we remember, we help ensure that kindness, peace, freedom and hope are never taken for granted.
Bible Link Joshua 4:1-9 - The Stones of Remembrance After God helped the Israelites cross the River Jordan, Joshua told twelve people to collect stones and build a memorial so future generations would ask, "What do these stones mean?"
God knew people can forget important things. The stones helped people remember God's faithfulness and learn lessons from the past.
The Story of the Twelve Stones: Joshua 4:1–9 
This story is all about creating a "thank-you monument" so that the people—and especially their children—would never forget the amazing miracle God performed for them. 

God’s people, the Israelites, had just walked across the giant Jordan River on completely dry ground because God stopped the rushing water! Once everyone made it safely to the other side, God gave Joshua a special job. He told Joshua to choose 12 men (one from each of the 12 family tribes of Israel). 
Each man had to walk right back into the middle of the dry riverbed, pick up a huge, heavy stone, lift it onto his shoulder, and carry it to their new campsite. 

Why did they carry those heavy rocks? Joshua piled the 12 stones together to make a monument. God explicitly said, "In the future, when your children ask you, 'What do these stones mean?' you can tell them how God stopped the river". 
God knew that people easily forget good things. The stones were like a giant, permanent memorial or sticky note or a photo album. Every time a child looked at the pile of rocks, it was a reminder that God keeps His promises and takes care of them. 

Imagine if nobody told stories about their grandparents or family history. Over time, those memories could disappear. Remembrance Day is like keeping special memory stones. We stop, reflect and remember people whose bravery and sacrifice helped shape the world we live in today
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/znkxjsg
	
Why do some memories deserve to be passed on to future generations? 

What might happen if people forget lessons from the past?


They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning; We will remember them. 
Extract from For the Fallen                       
[image: ]
	
Be Kind – POP UK
	Activity
Provide each class with a "Remembrance Stone". Children write one word on a paper stone:
· Peace
· Courage
· Hope
· Kindness
· Sacrifice
[image: Kate Sturdy 👩‍🏫 on X: "In Flanders Field Blackout Poetry Year 6 loved  creating their own poems and artwork using the poem In Flanders Field  #edutwitter #RemembranceDay #RemembranceDay2021 #RemembranceSunday  #LestWeForget #poetry #InFlandersField][image: Remembrance Day Classroom Activities | Teach Starter Blog | Teach Starter]Create a whole-class memorial display.

	NOTES - People mark Remembrance Day with a 2-minute silence at 11 O'clock on the 11th day of the 11th month to mark the moment the Armistice was signed ending the fighting in World War 1 on November 11, 1918.

	Date
	Theme/Value Link
	Bible Stories/Videos
	Big Question
	Songs
	Activity Ideas

	Wk 3
w/c 
16.11
	Love Makes a Family
Value - Inclusion
Spiritual Reflective Moment
Think about the people who care for you.
Who helps you when you are worried? Who celebrates your successes? Who makes you laugh? Who helps you feel safe and loved?
Now think about Ruth and Naomi. Ruth chose not to walk away when life became difficult. She stayed, helped and cared.
Who are the people who stay beside you when life is difficult?
Silence.



	This week we are learning about something called the Protected Characteristics. These are things about people that the law says should never be a reason for someone to be treated unfairly such as age, sex, belief, race and disability. As an inclusive Church school, we learn about them because Christians believe that every person is made in God's image and deserves dignity, respect and love. Through Bible stories, we discover how Jesus welcomed people, valued differences and helped everyone know that they belonged. Learning about Protected Characteristics helps us understand how to welcome, value and respect everyone, just as Jesus did.

The Government created these laws to help make sure everyone is treated with respect and has the same chance to belong, learn, work and flourish.
Bible Link: Ruth and Naomi (Book of Ruth) (see below)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDmjO7X8ELI – Ruth & Naomi
Children often think a family must look a certain way, but the Bible shows us that families can be made up of different people who love, support and care for one another. Ruth and Naomi were not mother and daughter, yet they chose to stay together and care for each other through difficult times. Their story reminds us that families come in many forms and that love, commitment and belonging are what make relationships strong.
Key Message: Families come in many forms, but love, care and commitment help relationships flourish. 
Families can look different from one another. Some children live with mum and dad, some with one parent, some with grandparents, foster carers, adoptive parents, stepfamilies or other adults who care for them. What matters most is that people are loved, cared for and supported.
The story of Ruth and Naomi shows us that family is about belonging, commitment and love, not simply about who you are related to.
The Story of Ruth and Naomi
Naomi lived with her husband and two sons. Sadly, her husband and later her sons died. Naomi planned to return to her home, and she encouraged her daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, to stay with their own families.
Orpah said goodbye, but Ruth chose a different path. She loved Naomi and did not want her to be alone.
Ruth said:
"Where you go, I will go, and where you stay I will stay."
Ruth travelled with Naomi, cared for her and supported her. Naomi also loved and guided Ruth. They were not a traditional parent-child family, but they became a family through their love, loyalty and commitment to one another.
Eventually, Ruth married Boaz and became part of a wider family. Years later, Ruth became the great-grandmother of King David and part of Jesus' family line.









	What helps families and friendships grow strong?

Can families look different from one another?









Prayer
Dear God,
Thank you for the people who love us, care for us and help us belong.
Thank you that families come in many different forms and that every person is precious to you.
Help us to show kindness, loyalty and commitment like Ruth showed to Naomi.
May we be people who help others feel welcomed, valued and loved.
Amen.

	
Christmas Songs
	
The "Ingredients of a Family" Recipe:
The Activity: Ask students to think about what a family needs to be happy, safe, and functional (e.g., love, listening, rules, teamwork, forgiveness). Pupils write a "recipe" for a happy family.

[image: ]
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	NOTES-


	Date
	Theme
	Bible Story/Videos
	Big Question
	Songs
	Activity Ideas

	Week 4
w/c 
23.11

































Date

Wk 5
W/c
30.11
	Everyone Belongs – God’s Love is for ALL
Value - inclusion
Spiritual Reflective Moment
When we look in a mirror, we see the outside of a person. We might notice hair colour, height, age, skin colour or whether someone wears glasses or has a wheelchair.
God sees deeper than that. God sees our thoughts, dreams, feelings, kindness, courage and love."
Pause quietly.
Think about:
What makes me unique?
What gifts has God given me?
Who might be feeling left out today?
What could I do to help them feel they belong?
Every person in this room has worth. Every person has gifts. Every person is loved by God.
Theme/Value
Advent - Mary Says Yes
Values -
Inclusion and Understanding
Spiritual Reflective Moment
Imagine Mary hearing the angel's message.
She may have felt surprised. She may have felt worried. She may have wondered if she was capable.
Yet God believed in her.
Now think about yourself.
What special gifts has God given you?
How could you use those gifts to help someone else?
Sometimes changing the world begins with one small act of kindness.
Silence































	God created every person and loves every person. The Bible shows us that Jesus welcomed people who were often ignored, left out or treated unfairly by others. Christians believe that every person is precious to God and deserves to be treated with dignity, kindness and respect.
This shows Jesus believed in Protected Characteristics long before these laws existed and it helps us understand that we should not judge people because of their age, sex, disability, race, religion, or any other difference.
1 Samuel 16:7 "People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."
When Samuel was choosing a new king, he thought the strongest and tallest brothers would be chosen. But God chose David, the youngest. God wasn't interested in appearance, age or status. He saw David's heart.
People may notice our differences first, but God sees something deeper. He sees our value, our character and our potential. God's family includes: young and old, boys and girls, people from different countries and cultures, people with different abilities and disabilities, people with different beliefs and backgrounds Everyone belongs and everyone matters.
Bible Story - Jesus Heals the Leper (Mark 1:40-45) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzZUDRrKgI8
A man with leprosy came to Jesus and asked for help. At that time, people with leprosy were often excluded from society. They were kept away from others and treated differently because of their illness.
Many people would have avoided him, but Jesus did something amazing. He stopped, spoke to him and even touched him. Jesus showed kindness, compassion and respect. He saw the man as a person, not just his illness. Then Jesus healed him.
Jesus did not judge people because of a disability, illness, appearance, age, background or status. He looked beyond differences and treated everyone with love and dignity. Christians believe this teaches us that every person is important to God and should be treated with kindness and respect. Today we have laws that help protect people from unfair treatment. Christians believe that God's love has always been for everyone. Jesus showed this through the way He treated people who were often ignored or excluded.
Bible stories/Videos
Liturgical Colour Purple - Displays
Advent Theme: Hope and Trust Protected Characteristic Link: Equality and human dignity
When God chose someone to bring Jesus into the world, he did not choose a queen, a wealthy person or someone famous. He chose Mary, an ordinary young woman from a small town. This reminds us that every person has value and dignity. God sees potential in people that others might overlook. No one is too young, too ordinary or too unimportant to make a difference.
Bible Link: The Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) (see story below)
The Angel Gabriel brings news to Mary - BBC Bitesize
Throughout history, some people have been treated as though they matter less because of who they are. The Protected Characteristics help remind us that every person should be treated fairly and with respect.
God sees value in every person. We do not have to be famous, wealthy or powerful to make a difference. Like Mary, ordinary people can do extraordinary things when they show courage, faith and kindness. Everyone matters. Everyone deserves dignity. Everyone deserves to be treated with kindness and respect.
Mary's story helps us understand this because God did not choose her because she was rich, powerful or important in the eyes of the world. He chose her because she was precious to him. Just as God valued Mary, Christians believe that God values every person.
Advent reminds Christians that Jesus came into the world for everyone. As we prepare for Christmas, we explore how God values every person and welcomes all people into His family. Through the stories of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the Wise Men and others in the Christmas story, we learn that God chose people from different backgrounds, ages and experiences to be part of His plan. Every person is unique, loved by God and worthy of belonging.
The Story of Mary
One day, the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary with surprising news. God had chosen her to be the mother of Jesus.
Mary may have felt nervous and unsure. She lived in a small town and was not someone people would have expected God to choose.
Yet God saw her courage, faith and willingness to trust him.
Instead of saying no, Mary replied:
"I am the Lord's servant. May your word to me be fulfilled."
Luke 1:38
Mary's "yes" changed the world because through her, Jesus was born.
______________________________________________________________________
British Value link - Mutual Respect and Tolerance of those with Different Faiths and Beliefs.
Mary's story teaches that every person has value and dignity, regardless of their background, status or circumstances. It encourages us to respect others because everyone matters.


	
Why can judging people by appearances be unkind?

What might God notice about a person that others don’t see?





Prayer - Dear God,
Thank you for creating each of us unique and special.
Help us to see people as You see them. Teach us to welcome others, show kindness to everyone and celebrate the differences that make our world beautiful.
May our words and actions help everyone feel loved, valued and included.   Amen.





Big Questions

Do you need to be famous to change the world?

What difference can children make?










Prayer
Dear God,
Thank you for Mary and her courage to say yes.
Thank you for reminding us that every person matters and is precious to you.
Help us to see the gifts you have given us.
Give us courage to do what is right, to show kindness to others, and to make a positive difference in the world.
As we prepare for Christmas, help us trust you like Mary did.
Amen.

	
Christmas
Songs































Song

Christmas Songs

	
God's Amazing People
Children draw self-portraits around a large heart.
Write underneath: "God loves us all."
Discuss how everyone looks different but belongs together.


[image: ]

Create a poster with children’s self portraits or photos and a description e.g. I speak Polish, I am tall, I am shy etc. with the message above around it.
Activity Ideas

[image: ]
[image: ][image: ]

		
  


	Date
	Theme
	Bible Stories/Videos
	Big Question
	Songs
	Activities

	
Wk 6
w/c 
7.12
	What is Advent?
Understanding & Respect
Spiritual Reflective Moment
Ask children to sit quietly and watch the light of the candle
Say: When Simeon heard God’s promise he waited a long time for God's light to come into the world. Sometimes we must wait too. As you look at the candle, think about:
What are you hoping for?
Who might need encouragement or kindness from you?
What could you do this week to help someone feel hopeful?"
Pause 
Just as one candle brightens a dark room, one small act of kindness can brighten someone's day.
Silence
	Advent – Getting Ready for the Greatest Gift
Advent is a season of waiting, hoping and preparing. As Christians, Advent is the time when we get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas and remember that God keeps His promises. Advent comes from a word meaning "coming". During Advent, Christians wait with excitement and hope for the coming of Jesus.
The Advent Ring is a special circle of evergreen leaves with five candles that many Christians use during Advent. The circular shape reminds us that God's love has no beginning or end, and the evergreen leaves symbolise everlasting life and hope. One candle is lit each Sunday during Advent to help people countdown to Christmas and remember the hope, peace, joy and love that Jesus brings. The white candle in the centre, known as the Christ Candle, is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World. Just as we might prepare for a special visitor, birthday or celebration, Advent reminds us to prepare our hearts for Jesus. Advent is not just about getting presents ready; it is about getting ourselves ready to welcome Jesus.
Simeon Waits for God's Promise (Based on Luke 2:25-32) Long before Jesus was born, there was a man called Simeon. Simeon loved God and trusted Him. God had made Simeon a special promise. He told Simeon that before he died, he would see the special child God had sent to save the world. So, Simeon waited. He waited for days, months and years. Sometimes waiting was probably difficult, but Simeon kept trusting God's promise.
One day, Mary and Joseph brought baby Jesus to the temple. As soon as Simeon saw Jesus, he knew that this was the child God had promised! Simeon was filled with joy. He gently held baby Jesus and praised God. He thanked God for keeping His promise and said that Jesus would bring God's light and love to the world. Simeon waited a very long time for God's promised Saviour. When he finally met baby Jesus, he was full of joy because God had kept His promise.

Advent reminds us that God was building a future of hope for the world through Jesus. As we wait and prepare, we can help build strong futures together by showing kindness, encouraging others and bringing hope wherever we go. This helps nurture our hearts, minds and spirits so that everyone can flourish.
	What promises have you made?
What is something special you have had to wait for? How did it feel when it finally arrived?

Dear God,
Thank you for Advent, a time to wait, hope and prepare. Help us to trust You like Simeon and to share Your light with others.
As we get ready for Christmas, help us prepare our hearts with kindness, love and hope. Amen.

	
Christmas Songs 

	[image: City Kids - Patience — The City Church]Advent Journey Footsteps
Children write one way they can prepare for Christmas by:
· showing kindness
· forgiving someone
· helping at home
· praying
· encouraging others
Create a pathway leading to a manger display.


	.

	Date
	Theme/Value
	Bible Stories/Videos
	Big Question
	Songs
	Activities

	Week 7
w/c 
14.12



















	Christmas 
God’s Gift for Everyone
Value – Respect & Inclusion
Spiritual Reflective Moment
Imagine standing at the stable on the night Jesus was born.
The shepherds arrive.
The wise men arrive.
Mary and Joseph welcome them.
There is room for everyone.
Who might feel left out in our world today?
What could we do to help them know they belong?
Silence



	Inclusion, Belonging and Hope As we have been looking at Protected Characteristics, we can discover something remarkable about the Christmas story: At Christmas, God showed that Jesus came for everyone. The first visitors to Jesus were shepherds, who were often older, poor and not highly respected. Later, the wise men travelled from another country and culture to worship him and bring gifts. God chose people from different backgrounds, jobs, ages, and places to be part of the Christmas story. Rich and poor, local, and foreign, young, and old all found their place at the manger. This reminds us that every person matters and everyone belongs. Everyone was invited.
The Christmas story shows us that Jesus came for everyone and that everyone belongs in God's family.
Biblical Focus - The Shepherds and the Angels (Luke 2:8–20): The shepherds were ordinary people, often overlooked and not seen as important. God chose them to hear the good news first. This teaches us about understanding that everyone is valued and important in God’s eyes.
The Wise Men (Matthew 2:1–12): They came from another culture and travelled far to find Jesus. Their story reminds us to value and understand people from different backgrounds and traditions.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z7fp382 - The Traditional Christmas Story 
In school we learn that everyone is unique and may be different in many ways, including: race, religion, age, sex and family. The Christmas story teaches that God's love is not limited to one group of people. Everyone is created in God's image and deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. Just as people from many different backgrounds gathered around Jesus, we can build a community where everyone belongs, everyone is valued and everyone can flourish.
The Christmas story brings all these ideas together. Jesus came for everyone. No one is too important and no one is unimportant. God's love welcomes every person and calls us to do the same.
"I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people." Luke 2:10












	
What does the Christmas story tell us about who matters to God?
Who might God choose to be at the birth of Jesus today?
Prayer
Dear God,
Thank you for the gift of Jesus. Thank you that your love is for everyone.
Help us to see the value in every person, to welcome others as you welcome us, and to make sure nobody feels left out.
As we prepare for Christmas, help us share kindness, hope and love with everyone we meet.   Amen




	
Christmas Songs 

	
[image: ]

Display a nativity scene and ask: "Who can you see?" Mary and Joseph, Baby Jesus, Shepherds, Angels, Wise Men.
[image: ]"Why do you think God chose such different people to be part of this story?"
Draw a modern version of the nativity scene – who would be there?
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The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in Heaven,
‘hallowed by Your name;
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
on earth, as in Heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us ourssins, :
as we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
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