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Building Strong Futures Together



RE Vision and Intent
In our Church of England Primary School, the intent of Religious Education (RE) is to provide high quality teaching and learning opportunities to enable children to develop knowledge and understanding of the Christian Faith and its significance in the lives of believers.  Our progressive curriculum promotes understanding and respect from different faiths, beliefs and traditions represented in Great Britain today.  We believe that it is important to encourage and inspire children to be aware and open minded to the identity and diversity of other religions and cultures including those represented in our local community.
At Sandal Castle Primary, the teaching of Christianity is at the core of our RE Curriculum and we work closely with St. Helen’s Church to further embed the Church of England’s fundamental values for education; wisdom, hope, community and dignity.
Through effective RE teaching, we strive to nurture pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development which supports children’s personal growth and well-being.
Implementation
At Sandal Castle Primary, we teach RE according to the Diocese of Leeds and York Agreed Syllabus and Understanding Christianity.  To achieve our intent, we have designed a comprehensive curriculum that covers the full range of themes and topics identified in the statutory guidance document ‘Religious Education in Church of England Schools’.  We use a variety of teaching and learning strategies, including stories, drama, music, art and discussion, to engage pupils and deepen their learning experiences.  We also make effective use of our school’s links with the local community to provide pupils with opportunities to observe religious practices and traditions in action to develop their understanding of the real-life impact of faith.
We encourage pupils of all backgrounds and abilities to participate fully in RE, and we adopt an inclusive approach that respects everyone’s beliefs and values.  Pupils are encouraged to think critically, explore and ask questions to help them make sense of the diversity of beliefs in wider society and their own place in the world.
Impact
Our RE provision enables our children to be aware of, understand, respect and celebrate the diversity of faiths, beliefs and values within our multicultural world.  Children are able to articulate their own beliefs, opinions and values and understand the significance of these for themselves and their communities.  Children are engaged, highly motivated and confident to think critically and engage in open-minded debates and discussions.  Our pupils deepen their understanding of similarities and connections between different religious and none-religious beliefs and how these shape wider society and the way people live.  As children reach the end of their primary education they possess a secure understanding of key beliefs, values and practices of Christianity and its importance in the lives of those who follow the faith.
In conclusion, our RE provision is an integral part of school life and learning that supports children to appreciate the diversity that exists within our school and wider society.  Children leave our school thoughtful, well-informed and responsible as our RE curriculum reflects our school’s Christian Vision and Values and helps prepare our children for a life in modern Britain.
‘Religious education in a Church School should enable every child to flourish and to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10).  It will help educate for dignity and respect encouraging all to live well together.’ (Statement of Entitlement)
Legal Requirements
· Religious Education is a statutory subject of the curriculum for all pupils in each year group and ‘should be provided for all registered pupils except those withdrawn at the request of their parents’.
· Our RE curriculum is accessible and engaging for all groups of children including those with SEND and EAL and Pupil Premium.
· Parents have the right to request that their child be excused from all or part of the RE provided at school.
· The syllabus should ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions and non-religions represented in Great Britain.’
· We ensure that we comply with the legal requirements by following the Leeds and York Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2018 and Understanding Christianity: Text, Impact, Connections.
· Reflecting our VA status Christianity is the majority religion studied in each year group and accounts for at least fifty percent of the Religious Education Curriculum.
· Based upon the law and the Statement of Entitlement from the Church of England Education Office there is at least 45 minutes of RE per week for EYFS, 60 minutes per week for Key Stage 1 and 75 minutes per week for Key Stage 2.
Teaching and Learning in Religious Education
Religious Education is generally taught on a weekly basis, but at times it is delivered through RE Theme Days.  Each unit is built around a Key Question which opens up the content to be delivered.  Where appropriate teachers develop and build key questions to create cross curricular opportunities.
RE teaching and learning should enable pupils to:
· Make sense of core religious and non-religious concepts and beliefs.
· Understand the impact religion has on everyday lives in their communities and in the wider world.
· Make connections between beliefs and practices studied.
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