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Learning to read.

Learning to read is the most important thing your 

children will learn to do at school.

Reading not only underpins all other areas of the 

curriculum, it is also pivotal in developing 

children’s confidence, motivation and self-esteem. 



Reading at Sandal Castle

At Sandal Castle, we are determined that every pupil will 

learn to read, regardless of their background, needs or 

abilities.

• We believe that children should be immersed in an 

environment rich in stories, poetry, rhymes and non-fiction 

texts from their earliest years to develop a life-long love of 

reading.

• We know that reading is at the heart of all learning. 

Through reading, our children are able to gain new 

knowledge and extend their vocabulary, enabling them to 

become confident and articulate communicators.



• We have the highest expectations of our pupils in terms of 

their progression in phonics and place high emphasis on the 

rigorous teaching of systematic synthetic phonics from the start 

of Reception.

• Through well-matched reading books, children are supported

to develop their reading skills both at home and at school.

• Ongoing regular assessment allows a targeted support to be 

implemented speedily and effectively.

• At Sandal Castle, we are determined to develop a team of 

early reading experts. The provision of regular CPD helps us to 

prioritise reading, and empowers our team to deliver 

outstanding reading lessons and support.



How reading is taught at Sandal Castle.

We start by teaching phonics to the children in our Foundation. 

This means children learn how to ‘read’ the sounds in words and 

explore how those sounds can be written down. These are 

essential skills for reading, but also help children learn how to 

spell well. We teach the children simple ways of remembering 

these sounds and letters using picture prompts.

We use the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme to teach our 

children how to read. Effective Phonics teaching and learning 

is essential for high attainment in reading and writing. 



English alphabetic code

• 44 sounds

• 26 letters

• Over 150+ graphemes (letter 

combinations)

• One of the most complex alphabetic 

codes in the world.



Read Write Inc. is a literacy programme that helps 

children learn synthetic phonics using a systematic 

approach. Phonics sessions are taught daily in 

Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2, as the continuity and 

pace of the programme is essential to increasing the 

speed of children’s reading development.

You can find out more about RWI via the following 

link:

What is Read Write Inc. Phonics?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ


Sounds

Children need to know sounds not letter names to read 

words.

We use pure sounds (‘m’ not ‘muh’, ‘s’ not ‘suh’, etc) so 

that the children are able to blend the sounds into 

words more easily. 

Stretchy and bouncy sound pronunciation

https://youtu.be/TkXcabDUg7Q


The order of teaching

Set 1 Speed Sounds: 

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, r, j, v, y, w, z, x

sh, th, ch, qu, ng, nk

Set 2 Speed Sounds: 

ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy

Set 3 Speed Sounds:

ea, oi, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, aw, are, ur, er, ow, ai, oa, ew, ire, ear, 

ure

Additional Speed Sounds: 

ue, ie, au, e-e, e, kn, ck, wh, ph



Set 1 and 2 Speed Sounds Set 3 Speed Sounds
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Pin it  on
Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books 1 Pin it on
 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot 4 Jam
 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff
 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim
 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud
Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages

05/01/2016   10:28
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My dog Ned

Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks 1 On the bus 2 My dog Ned 3 Six fish
 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob 6 Tug, tug
 7 Chips

 8 The web
 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witchUse Set 1 Green Storybooks and  
Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  Set  1   St ory 2a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages

05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid

Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks 1 Ken’s cap
 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob 4 Tim and Tom 5 Tag
 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug 8 Red Ken
 9 Billy the Kid 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  
Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he KidSet  2    St ory 9a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages

11/01/2016   15:54
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Scruf fy Ted

Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks 1 Scruffy Ted
 2 Tab the cat 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box 5 Tab’s kitten 6 Sanjay stays in bed 7 The greedy green gremlin
 8 In the night 9 Snow

 10 So cool!
Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  
learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy TedSet  3   St ory 1v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages

11/01/2016   15:51

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk
em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Pla yda y
Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c
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Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c
 Set 4: Orange Storybooks 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee
 3 A bad fright 4 Follow me! 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook? 7 Come on, Margo! 8 My sort of horse 9 Haircuts
 10 My best shirt 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoiseUse Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  
Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St ory 1a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages

04/01/2016   11:12 2
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Ba rker
Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks 1 Barker
 2 The poor goose 3 Hairy fairy 4 King of the birds 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil 7 Jade’s party 8 Jellybean
 9 A box full of light 10 The hole in the hillUse Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 
learning Speed Sounds  Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St ory 1a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages

04/01/2016   10:09
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Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

Phon ics

Rea d  Wr ite  In c

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t onIl l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch boldSer ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous dinosa ur   Set  7   St ory 12o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous dinosa ur
 Set 7: Grey Storybooks 1 Rex to the rescue 2 The lion’s paw 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster 5 How silly!
 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad
 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire 10 Vulture culture 11 A celebration on planet Zox
 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothesUse Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  
Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages

04/01/2016   14:23

Phonics daily lessons



Red Words



Fred Talk

At school we use a toy called Fred who is

an expert at sounding out words]] to help the 

children blend. 

We call this ‘Fred Talk’       e.g c-a-t, l-o-g, ch-i-p, 

sh-o-p, b-l-a-ck. 

You can find out more about blending sounds with 

Fred via the blending sounds link above.

Blending sounds

https://youtu.be/MNyFikwNQTg


One-to-one tutoring

‘keep up, not catch up!’

• Group children by phonic stages.

• Teach to the group’s challenge level.

• Re-assess all children every half term.

Progress groups



Sandal Castle’s teaching of Read Write Inc:

• Is targeted at the challenge point for each child, ensuring every child 

is supported to make clear progress;

• Stimulates children through provision of a learning environment 

which evokes achievement and progression;

• Uses a systematic approach to teaching phonics, reading and writing 

skills together to entwine and support each of these aspects;

• Encourages consistency of teaching and learning across the school in 

this area;

• Our goal is to accelerate children’s early reading progress, leading to 

improved attainment, both in relation to the Statutory Phonics 

Screening Check and children’s overall reading development 

throughout the school.



The Statutory Phonics Screening Check

What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• A word-reading test children take at the end of Year 1.

• Children are asked to read 40 words.

The check consists of a mixture of real words and nonsense

words which children are asked to decode using their phonic 

knowledge.  



How you can help your child?

Although your child will be taught to read at school, the support you provide at 

home is invaluable to their reading journey.

Children in Foundation and Key Stage One will have access to the following books 

at home:

• the Storybook they have just read in class to develop their fluency reading a

book they are familiar with.

• a Book Bag Book closely matched to the story they have read in class.

The more often children read, the faster progress they will make.  Please avoid 

saying, “This book is too easy for you!” but instead say “I love how well you can 

read this book!



Does it matter if my child misses a 

lesson or two?

It matters a lot if your child misses school. 

The way we teach children to read is very 

well organised, so even one missed lesson 

means that your child has not learnt 

something that they need to know to become 

a good reader.



Any questions?


