Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to school!  We hope that you have all enjoyed the October half term holiday.  Now that everyone has settled back in, we would like to give you some information about what your children will be focusing on and thinking about in school this half term. 

Topic
This half term in Year 5, the children will be completing work on science, geography and R.E.  We will be looking at Earth and Space in Science and studying South America in geography. In R.E. we will be focussing on the key question ‘How can following God bring freedom and justice’. 
Maths  
This half term in year 5, the focus in our maths lessons will be multiplication, division and fractions.  We will also be working on our fluency when using the four operations in our retention work. 
English 
Throughout this half term, we will be looking at writing a non-fiction biography and non-fiction letter. We will review a range of devices such as subordinating conjunctions as well as subordinate clauses. We will be using Spelling Punctuation and Grammar lessons to solidify skills such as identifying word classes. 

Reading 
Our Read and Respond text this half term will continue to be: There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom. This story follows main character Bradley Chalkers as he forms a friendship with Jeff, a new student at his school. We will also be taking part in short daily reading lessons studying a different reading skill each day.
Other Important Information 
The children will be going outside each day at playtime and lunchtime so please could you ensure that appropriate clothing and footwear is in school every day. This includes a coat as we head into the autumn and winter weather. Children are expected to wear their full school uniform to school every day, which includes: red school polo, blue school jumper, grey or black school trousers/shorts/skirt or a red summer dress and grey or black shoes. 

Children will be required to wear their school PE kit on their PE days. This includes:

red (plain or with school logo) t-shirt, grey or black shorts or trousers and trainers.

Children are allowed to wear watches and a small pair of stud earrings to school, but can children please refrain from wearing any other jewellery that is not part of our uniform policy. Please remember children must not wear earrings or any other jewellery on PE days due to health and safety reasons.

The days your child has PE are detailed below. Please ensure your child has correct PE kits on these days.

	5SH
	5GS
	5JG

	Indoor PE: Thursday
Outdoor PE: Wednesday
Forest School: Tuesday
	Indoor PE: Thursday
Outdoor PE: Tuesday
Forest School: N/A
	Swimming: Monday
Outdoor PE: Thursday
Forest School: N/A


Homework

Homework will be given out on a Friday and will be due in the following Wednesday each week.

Each week, children will be expected to complete online maths questions on White Rose Infinity and also login to TTRockstars to practise their times tables at least once per week. More information on White Rose Infinity to be released shortly. They will also need to learn the spellings set each week in preparation for their spelling test. Children will need to show evidence of spelling practice in their homework books. Children should also read aloud at least once a week to an adult and this should be recorded in their reading diary.

If you need to contact your child’s year group or teacher for any reason, the email address is: contactyear5@sandal.wakefield.sch.uk
This will be checked regularly, and will be replied to in school working hours. 

Thank you – and have a wonderful half term! 
The Year 5 Team. 
