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Sandal Castle Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	February 2026 (midpoint)

	Name of the school music lead
	Caroline Butterworth

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Caroline Butterworth

	Name of local music hub 
	Wakefield 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	N/A



[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Sandal Castle Primary School, our music curriculum is taught across three units over the academic year; singing, tuned and untuned. (See overview sheet)
These units have been sequenced carefully to ensure that National Curriculum objectives are taught progressively over the primary age phase. (See KSV grid) 
Pupils in Years R-2 receive 45 minutes per week of explicitly taught music. This is now taught by the class teacher. Teachers have received CPD by a music specialist during 2024-25 and observed in these lessons as part of their own professional development (CPD). 
Pupils in Years 3-6 receive one hour per week of music. This is taught by the class teacher.
Pupils in Years 4 receive weekly whole class music lessons (Year 4-ukelele) taught by Teachers from the Wakefield Music Hub. This is part of their tuned unit offer. Class teachers in these year groups join in the lessons, as part of their own professional development (CPD). 

We have a music interaction teacher who delivers sessions for our KS1 SEND pupils several times a week. We also use Churanga to support pupils with SEND. 

Music was a key priority on our School Development Plan for 2024-25- see section 3 below. It will continue to be closely monitored by the Subject leader during 2025-26. 

The Head Teacher is on the Wakefield Music Strategic Hub music board and meets regularly to understand, develop and support the Wakefield District music offer. She is passionate about the importance of music within the primary curriculum. 



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	In additional to our curriculum offer, pupils can request to participate in one-to-one and small group tuition of an instrument (guitar, brass, keyboard, drums, flute, clarinet and violin- are on offer). Currently, 145 pupils participate in these lessons. Costs for this are charged to parents, however pupils who are eligible for FSMs will have their lessons subsidised through our Pupil Premium funding. Instruments can be loaned for free through the Wakefield Music Hub. These lessons are taught by specialist peripatetic teachers from the Wakefield Music Hub. 
Our children are encouraged to undertake music grades when they are ready. This is celebrated within our weekly Collective Worships. 
We also work closely with Rock Steady who currently have approximately sixty pupils receiving weekly tuition in playing either; drums, bass or electric guitar, keyboard or singing. 
Music lessons are taught within a special ‘music room’ and pupils are encouraged to practice in here over playtimes and dinnertimes. 
We aim to celebrate our pupils’ musical success every term with Key Stage concerts (musical extragavanzas!) and Rock Steady concerts. Parents are invited to these, to join in this lovely celebration of musical success. 
Once our pupils reach a certain standard, they are invited to join Music clubs and ensembles on a Saturday at our local music centre. This supports and strengthens their musical experiences. 

We also offer a range of musical after school clubs; boomwhackers, choir and recorders, which are led by a specialist music teachers.   



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Twice weekly, all pupils from Years 1-6 participate in Collective Worships/assemblies. Within these we always sing a song, and this is linked to our religious/PSHE theme for the week. Our pupils enjoy singing and take a pride in this. They understand the spirituality of singing together.
We also prepare for and perform songs/hymns at our local Church (St. Helen’s) three times a year, for Harvest Festival, Christmas and Easter. Parents are invited to these special events and are well received. 
Our Reception children learn songs linked to their nativity play. Again, parents are invited into School to watch this wonderful rite of passage! 
It is a Sandal Castle tradition that our Year 6 pupils rehearse and perform a production every year. Over the last few years, we have enjoyed show stopping performances of ‘The Lion King’,  ‘Alice in Wonderland’, and last year ‘Shrek’ where the singing has made the hairs on our arms stand up with pride!  
Our Year 6 singing unit is linked to the Young Voices event. In the Autumn term, our pupils learn the songs and prepare for an amazing concert at the Sheffield Arena in January. Fifty children take part in this concert annually.  The cost is £5 per child to cover the cost of the coach. School subsidises the registration fee. 
Our Choir (approximately thirty children from Years 3-6) enjoy performing throughout the year at special events. They typically sing at our Christmas Switch on, and at our local residential home at Christmas time to the elderly. They also sing at all three of the Church Services.  


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Our plans for 2025-26: 

· To continue to ensure that all teachers are up skilled and trained to ensure confident teaching of the three music units and that assessments are conducted to ensure diagnostic teaching 
· To ensure that our KSVs are progressive and appropriate to match our children’s curriculum needs.
· To conduct an audit of resources to ensure that our music curriculum offer can be implemented effectively.
· To ensure that after school music clubs are celebrated and concerts are held to share their music successes.
· To ensure that pupils receive a breadth of live and recorded music to develop their music awareness and understanding. 
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