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Rationale

At Sandal Castle Primary School, we believe that geography is essential in helping our students understand their world, starting from their own community in sandal and extending globally. By exploring geography, our students gain a sense of place and belonging within Sandal, while also developing a broad understanding of the world around them. Geography encourages our students to foster respect for others and our surroundings. Our geography curriculum is designed to inspire our students to appreciate the complexity of the world and take responsibility for the environment. At Sandal Castle Primary School, we want our students to explore and appreciate the world around them.
‘Wherever you look, there are still things we don’t know about and don’t understand. There are always new things to find out if you go looking for them.’ -Sir David Attenborough
Our School values
This policy supports our school values of:
· Respect- We encourage our students to appreciate the diverse cultures, communities and environments that make up our world. 
· Understanding- Our curriculum provides ample opportunities to the students to become informed and responsible citizens. 
· Creativity- Our geography curriculum invites our students to enjoy creative activities, including designing maps, model-building and presentation opportunities.
· Inclusion- By making geography accessible to all students, each child feels connected to the world and their place within it. 
· Resilience- Our geography curriculum invites students to explore real-world changes and natural disasters. Students become motivated to think of solutions to help others. 
Intent
At Sandal Castle Primary School, we encourage our children to develop a passion for the geography by providing them with high quality teaching and engaging learning experiences. Our geography curriculum is designed to have concepts repeated to build on previous knowledge throughout every year group. This will encourage purposeful repetition to ensure the progressive development of geographical concepts, knowledge and skills. 
Aims
At Sandal Castle School, our geography curriculum is designed to:
· Inspire curiosity about local and global geography, encouraging a lifelong interest in the world around us.
· Build understanding and respect for diverse cultures, communities and environments. This allows our students to celebrate differences. 
· Equip students with practical geographical skills, including map reading, fieldwork, data interpretation and observational skills. 
· Ensure accessibility and inclusion in geography by using differentiated resources, so that all students feel represented and engaged. 
· Develop student’s knowledge of places and environments through studying a range of locations in the UK and globally. 
· Ensure students identify and make comparisons between human and physical features around the world.
· Prepare the students for the next stage of their education. 

The National Curriculum aims to ensure that pupils:
· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.
· Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
Making Use of Our Local Area
At Sandal Castle Primary School, we are fortunate to have many examples of physical and human geographical features for our students to explore. By learning about their immediate surroundings, our students gain pride in their community and develop a foundation for comparing and contrasting their local area with regions across the world. 
Implementation
At Sandal Castle Primary School, we follow the National Curriculum programme of study as the basis of all our planning and we predominantly, but not exclusively use PlanBee resources to enhance our planning and ensure curriculum consistency. These resources support our commitment to produce high-quality and engaging geographical learning. 
Early Years
At Sandal Castle Primary, geography in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is introduced through playful, curiosity-driven activities that help children explore and understand the world around them. In line with the Early Years curriculum, geography is embedded within the “Understanding the World” area of learning, encouraging children to observe their surroundings, notice natural features, and discuss places that are meaningful to them, like their homes or the school environment. Teachers create opportunities for children to explore outdoor spaces and observe seasonal changes. Stories, discussions, and hands-on experiences help children build a sense of place and community, making geography a familiar part of their learning. This approach fosters early curiosity about different environments and begins to build an appreciation for the wider world.

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, our pupils focus on exploring their local environment, building curiosity about the world, and understanding basic geographical concepts. They learn about their immediate surroundings, including familiar landmarks like Sandal Castle, which helps them develop a sense of place and community. Through topics such as “Our Local Area and the UK” and “Weather Patterns,” students begin to understand different places, the environment, and seasonal changes. Simple map skills are introduced, helping them learn to identify features on a map and understand directions. By exploring the world beyond their community, they also start learning about different countries, climates, and cultures. The KS1 geography curriculum aims to create sense of wonder and responsibility towards the world they live in.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, our pupils delve deeper into geography, building on their understanding of places, people, and the environment. They study diverse topics, including physical geography like rivers, mountains, and climate zones, and human geography, covering settlements, and economic activity. They learn to use maps, atlases, and digital mapping to locate countries and features, developing skills in reading coordinates and compass directions. Local studies are enhanced by fieldwork activities, allowing them to explore and analyse geographical features in their own community and surrounding areas. Additionally, they explore different continents, countries, and cultures. Through these lessons, our KS2 students gain a broader perspective of the world around them. 

Equal Opportunities
It is the responsibility of teachers to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, race or SEND, have access to the curriculum and make the greatest progress possible. Teachers set suitable learning challenges and respond to each child’s different needs. 


Impact 


Assessment

Teachers use observation and informal questioning to assess the student’s understanding during lessons and fieldwork activities. Exercise books, class discussions and group activities also give teachers an insight into the progress of their student’s. Retention activities are used in lessons to inform teachers of any knowledge gaps they may need to revise with their students. 

The role of the geography leader

The geography subject leader is responsible for: 
· Ensuring progression and consistency across the key stages through the development of the long-term plan and KSV grid. 
· Supporting colleagues in the implementation of the short-term plan and providing support within units of work. 
· Monitoring the progress and standards within the subject through book looks, pupil voice and observations. 
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