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Rationale

At Sandal Castle Primary School, we believe that high quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  It should inspire pupil’s curiosity to know more about the life of people who lived in the past, the process of change and how events in the past have influenced our lives today.  By doing so history lessons will develop children’s ability to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence and develop perspective and judgements.  As children progress through school, we provide them with a chronological understanding of the past. 
Our school values are embedded throughout our curriculum and the values of respect, understanding, creativity, inclusion and resilience play a significant role within history lessons at Sandal Castle Primary School to enable us to Build Strong Futures Together.

Intent
Aims
At Sandal Castle School we aim to provide quality teaching of history to promote:
· An understanding of life in the present by exploring the past.
· A curiosity about life in the past.
· A sense of chronology. 
· A knowledge of significant events in British history and an appreciation of how people and societies have changes over time. 
· An understanding of society and their place within it, so they can develop a sense of their own cultural heritage. 
· An understanding of historical concepts such as cause/ consequence, continuity and change. 
· An understanding of how evidence is used to make historical claims. 
· A perspective between local, national and international history.
The National Curriculum aims to ensure that pupils:
· Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day, how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 
· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world, the nature of ancient civilization, the expansion and dissolution of empires, characteristic features of past non-European societies, achievements and follies of mankind.
· Gain and employ a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilization’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 
· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and to use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts. 
· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used vigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 
· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history.
Making Use of Our Local Area
At Sandal Castle School, we aim to provide strong foundations for the children’s development of historical knowledge, skills and understanding, by making best use of primary and secondary sources on our doorstep.  These include:
· The school itself- using photos
· The area around the school, including Sandal Castle
· The City of Wakefield -including the history of mining
· Links with The National Mining Museum, Wakefield Museum and The Mental Health Museum Wakefield 

Implementation
At the beginning of all units the children will look back at periods of time previously studied. This encourages them to build on the chronological framework and see every unit in the wider context of time.  In history, the children are taught the same historical skills throughout the school but the skills are progressive and applied to different time periods. 
History units are applied to these key skills:
· Developing a chronological understanding, putting the time period in context
· Understanding the cause or consequence of a significant historical event.
· Understand what has changed or what has stayed the same. 
· Understand the impact of the time period on our lives today. 
· The opportunity to ask historically valid questions.
· Analysing evidence and questioning its validity. 

We use the National Curriculum as the basis for our curriculum planning, and from this, we tailor our long-term plan to our children ensuring we can use our local resources to enhance the children’s awareness of their own history and location.  We ensure there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their knowledge and skills in each area and we build planned progression into the schemes of work so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through school. 
We carry our curriculum planning in three phases. The long-term plan includes the topics covered in each half term, in each year group. The medium-term is a knowledge and skills map which includes the prior knowledge, key skills and knowledge and vocabulary covered in each unit. The teachers in the year groups use this for their short-term planning by creating a learning journey to show a learning objective for each lesson. 

Early Years
History is taught in Foundation as an integral part of topic work through child-initiated and adult led activities in the EYFS ‘Past and Present’ section of the Early Learning Goals. This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them. The children are given opportunity to find out about the past and present events in their own lives, and those of their families and other people they know. In the Foundation Stage, history makes significant contribution to developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as looking at pictures, sharing stories and books, welcoming local visitors and visiting their locality. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with vocabulary (for example now/then and old/new). 

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out about significant men, women, children and events from recent and more distant Britain and the wider world. They look at local history and they listen, respond to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is different from the present. 

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both recent and more distant past. They learn about changes and continuity in their own area, in Britain and in other parts of the world. They look at history in a variety of ways, for example from political, economic, technological and scientific, religious and cultural perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways. 

Teaching and Learning: 
Sandal Castle Primary School uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in history. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based learning activities. 
We believe children best learn when:
· They have access to and are able to handle artifacts.
· The go on visits to museums and places of interest.
· They have access to secondary sources such as books, photographs, videos and the internet.
· They can talk to visitors and their family about their experiences of the past.
· They listen to and react to stories from the past. 
· They have opportunities to work independently and collaboratively and ask and answer historical questions. 

Equal Opportunities
It is the responsibility of teachers to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, race or SEND, have access to the curriculum and make the greatest progress possible. Teachers set suitable learning challenges and respond to each child’s different needs. 

Impact 
We want children to talk about history and what they have learnt with good knowledge and understanding, as well as showing good work in their books that they are proud of. 

Assessments, monitoring and review 
Teachers integrate assessments into lesson sequences and use a range of assessment strategies that give them precise information about what pupils know. Teachers use assessment to address pupil’s misconceptions in lessons and to plan for the next steps in their learning. 

The history subject leader is responsible for: 
· Ensuring progression and continuity across the key stages through the development of the long-term plan. 
· Supporting colleagues in the implementation of the short-term plan and providing support within units of work. 
· Monitoring the progress and standards within the subject 
· Keeping up to date with developments in history and disseminating information to the teaching staff. 
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