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Introduction

The school policy for homework was developed and agreed by the whole staff, the School Council and has undergone a consultation with parents. The policy was approved and ratified by the Governing Body during the Autumn Term 2024.
Aims
Through this policy we aim to:

· Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.
· Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.
· To use homework as a tool to help continue to raise standards of attainment.
· Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the classroom environment.
· Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation to children’s learning.
· Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.
· Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for individual learning.
· To practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Numeracy and Literacy.
· Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to study independently.
· To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school.
Philosophy
Our Homework Policy seeks to promote learning beyond the school day as an essential part of a good education.  The term ‘homework’ can encompass many things, and can range from parents and carers reading stories to learning number facts, and family visits to research projects by surfing the internet.
Properly targeted homework is recognised as an essential part of an effective education, allowing a child to: 
              a) Spend more time on an activity                         
              b) Learn to work independently and develop organisational skills              
It also provides a visible and positive example of partnership between home and school.
In consolidating the learning of basic skills and allowing a child to explore these skills away from school, homework can also play a very positive role in raising achievement.
·  Homework should be neither overdone nor underdone. 
·  Parents and School need to work together to get the balance right.  
· The level and quantity of homework set progresses as the children move through the school. 
In order to show the true value of homework, we encourage our families to purchase a book bag. This will allow the children to carefully transport their work from School to home.  Good attitude to homework will be recognised with the awarding of stickers and house points.

Recommended Time Allocation

Homework should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family. If parents have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school. Normally, more than one day will be allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where daily practice is to be encouraged e.g. reading, spelling and times tables. We link our homework to our school rules: ‘Be ready’ and ‘Be responsible’. If a child does not do their homework on three consecutive weeks, they will be taken off the golden star. 

The following are government recommendations as appropriate time allocations for homework activities:

Years 1 and 2 - 1 hour per week
Years 3 and 4 - 1.5 hours per week
Years 5 and 6 - 30 minutes per day
 
Homework Tasks

Listed below, for each Phase of Sandal Castle Primary School, are a number of tasks that will be given as homework. Homework activities will change to meet the needs of the pupils involved and activities that are occurring in class. All homework tasks and activities will have a clear purpose and assist pupils in the process of their academic development.

Foundation Stage: 

· Reading book to read weekly (Read Write Inc) Please sign your child’s reading record to show they have read at home. 
· Read Write Inc Sound sheet to link to the sound they have learnt in class that day. 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)

· Weekly spellings of the common exception words for each year group. Year 1 will have 5 spellings, Year 2 will have 10 spellings. These will be sent home on a Friday with children being tested the following Friday.
· Maths homework books will be sent home weekly. I page to complete each week..
· Reading books will be sent home on a Friday and should be returned the following Friday. The minimum expectation is that your child will be heard read at home by an adult or older sibling, at least once a week.  (See Reading Policy)
· 
Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3-4) 

· Homework will be handed out on a Friday and needs to be returned the following Wednesday. Please ensure children complete their homework as this will support learning that has taken place in class. 
· Each week for homework, children will be expected to complete a page of Maths questions from a textbook provided by school and also login to TT Rockstars to practise their times tables at least once per week.
· They will also need to learn the spellings set each week in preparation for their spelling test on a Friday.
· Children should also read aloud at least once a week to an adult and this should be recorded in their reading diary.
Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5-6)
· One page of Maths questions from a textbook provided by school 
·  Logging into TT Rockstars to practise their times tables at least once per week. 
· They will also need to learn the spellings set each week, in preparation for their spelling test - these can either be practised on Purple Mash or a paper copy can be taken home to practise. 
· Children should also read aloud at least once a week to an adult and this should be recorded in their reading diary.

 Reading regularly at home complements our School commitment to ensuring that each child can access a variety of opportunities to read aloud, quietly, to different audiences and for different purposes. The whole curriculum package is designed to ensure that reading progress is at the heart of learning.
Role of the Class Teacher

· To provide an explanation of homework tasks to parents when necessary and give guidance of how they might assist their child. This may be done by a note
          with the work, at a pre-school parents meeting or at an open evening if possible.
· To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.
· To ensure that homework is set consistently across classes in the cohort/Phase.
· To set homework that takes equal and racial opportunities into account.
· To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being
          taught.
· To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks.
· To mark homework when necessary and give feedback to pupils.


Role of the Head teacher and Governing Body

· To check compliance of the Policy.
· To meet and talk with parents when appropriate.
· To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented.
· Inform new parents to the school so that they are aware of the home/school
          agreement and what it entails.


Role of Parents/Carers

· To sign a home school agreement dealing with homework.
· To support the school by ensuring that their child attempts the homework.
· To provide a suitable place for their child to carry out their homework.
· To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their homework.
· To become actively involved and support their child with homework activities.
· To make it clear that they value homework and they support the school by explaining how it can help learning.

At Sandal Castle Primary School we are very keen for parents to support and help their children with homework. We take the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long as they do not take over too much. However, there are times when we will want to see what children can do by themselves. It is particularly important, as they get older, for children to become increasingly independent in their learning. If a parent is unsure about what their role should be, they should discuss it with their child's teacher.

Racial Equality & Equal Opportunities

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their gender, race, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the performance of all groups and individuals. Sandal castle Primary School is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to work free from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential.

General

· Wherever possible staff should mark any homework that is returned by pupils. This will help to give the whole process of setting and completing homework a higher profile and status. It will also send out the message that homework is an important and valued aspect of school life. Marking homework is a way of keeping track of who has completed their homework, and giving them feedback on how well they have met the objectives of the work. Marking may be done in a variety of forms, some of which will not be written. Feedback may be given to individual pupils, or to groups of pupils.
· If children are absent due to illness we will not send homework home. We would assume the child was too ill to work.
· If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree what should be done, how it should be marked and what sort of help needs to be given. In such circumstances the teacher should consult the Head Teacher first.
· It is not possible to give homework when parents take holidays in term time.
· Parents/Carers who have queries about homework should not hesitate to make an appointment to see their child’s class teacher.
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